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November 12, 2013FinalCity Council Agenda

MANHATTAN BEACH’S CITY COUNCIL WELCOMES YOU!

Your presence and participation contribute to good city government .

By your presence in the City Council Chambers, you are participating in the process of representative 

government. To encourage that participation, the City Council has specified a time for public comments under 

"Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items," at which time speakers may comment on any item of interest to the 

public that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body, not including items on the agenda, for up 

to three minutes for each speaker.

Copies of staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business referred to on this agenda 

are available for review on the City's website at www.citymb.info, the Police Department located at 420 15th 

Street, and are also on file in the Office of the City Clerk for public inspection.  Any person who has any question 

concerning any agenda item may call the City Clerk's office at (310) 802-5056.

 

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 

meeting, you should contact the Office of the City Clerk at (310) 802-5056 (voice) or (310) 546-3501 (TDD). 

Notification 36 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to assure 

accessibility to this meeting.

BELOW ARE THE AGENDA ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED. THE RECOMMENDED 

COUNCIL ACTION IS LISTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TITLE OF EACH ITEM IN

BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS.

A. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

5 MINUTES

B. ROLL CALL

1 MINUTE

C. CERTIFICATION OF MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA POSTING

1 MINUTE

I, Liza Tamura, City Clerk of the City of Manhattan Beach, California, state under penalty of perjury that this 

notice/agenda was posted on Wednesday, November 6, 2013, on the City's Website and on the bulletin boards of 

City Hall, Joslyn Community Center and Manhattan Heights.

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS

3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Speakers may comment on any item of interest to the public that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 

legislative body.  The Mayor may determine whether an item is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City.  

While all comments are welcome, the Brown Act does not allow City Council to take action on any item not on the 

agenda.  Please complete the “Request to Address the City Council” card by filling out your name , city of 

residence, and returning it to the City Clerk.  Thank you!
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E. GENERAL BUSINESS

1. 13-0584Preliminary Scoping of the Mobility Plan (Community Development 

Director Thompson).

DISCUSS AND PROVIDE COMMENTS

PowerPoint Presentation for Mobility Plan UpdateAttachments:

F. ADJOURNMENT

G. FUTURE MEETINGS

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Nov. 12, 2013 - Tuesday - 6:00 PM - Adjourned Regular Meeting (Manhattan Village Mall Project)

Nov. 19, 2013 – Tuesday – 6:00 PM – City Council Meeting

Dec. 3, 2013 – Tuesday – 6:00 PM – City Council Meeting

Dec. 10, 2013 - Tuesday - 6:00 PM - Adjourned Regular Meeting (CIP & Facilities Strategic Plan)

Dec. 17, 2013 – Tuesday – 6:00 PM – City Council Meeting (City Council Reorganization)

Jan. 7, 2014 -- Tuesday -- 6:00 PM - City Council Meeting

Jan. 14, 2014 - Tuesday - TBD - City Council Adjourned Regular Meeting (Strategic Plan Meeting)

Jan. 21, 2014 -- Tuesday -- 6:00 PM - City Council Meeting

Feb. 4, 2014 -- Tuesday -- 6:00 PM - City Council Meting

Feb. 18, 2014 -- Tuesday -- 6:00 PM - City Council Meting

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Nov. 25, 2013 – Monday – 6:30 PM – Parks & Recreation Commission

Nov. 27, 2013 – Wednesday -- 6:30 PM – Planning Commission Meeting

Dec. 5, 2013 -- Thursday -- 6:30 PM -- Parking & Public Improvements Commission Meeting

Dec. 9, 2013 – Monday –6:30 PM – Library Commission

Dec. 10, 2013 – Tuesday – 6:00 PM – Cultural Arts Commission

Dec. 10, 2013 - Tuesday - 6:00 PM - Adjourned Regular Meeting

Dec. 11, 2013 – Wednesday -- 6:30 PM – Planning Commission Meeting

Dec. 23, 2013 – Monday – 6:30 PM – Parks & Recreation Commission

H. CITY HOLIDAYS

CITY OFFICES CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS:

Nov. 28-29, 2013 – Thursday & Friday – Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec. 25, 2013 – Wednesday – Christmas Day

Jan. 1, 2014 – Wednesday – New Years Day

Jan. 20, 2014 – Monday – Martin Luther King Day

Feb. 17, 2014 – Monday – President's Day

May. 26, 2014 – Monday – Memorial Day

Jul. 4, 2014 - Friday - Independence Day

Sep. 1, 2014 – Monday – Labor Day

Oct. 13, 2014 – Monday – Columbus Day

Nov. 10, 2014 – Monday – Veterans Day
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Agenda Date: 11/12/2013  

TO:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

Parking and Public Improvements Commission

THROUGH:

John Jalili, Interim City Manager

FROM:

Richard Thompson, Director of Community Development

Jason Masters, Assistant Planner

SUBJECT:

Preliminary Scoping of the Mobility Plan (Community Development Director Thompson).

DISCUSS AND PROVIDE COMMENTS

_________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the City Council and Parking and Public Improvements Commission 

accept the Consultants presentation and provide comments.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

None at this time. The City will proceed with future capital improvement projects related to 

pedestrian, bicycle facilities and vehicular traffic based on the outcome of the Mobility Plan .

BACKGROUND: 

On November 6, 2012, the City Council approved a contract with Iteris, Inc. to assist with the 

City’s Mobility Plan update.  Previously known as the General Plan Circulation Element, the 

Mobility Plan will identify the goals and policies for a balanced, multi-modal transportation 

system serving all users, including motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, persons with disabilities, 

and transit users.  It also establishes goals and policies for a balanced transportation 

system.

The City held its first public workshop on Monday, February 4, 2013 with attendees 

representing all road users and active transportation group representatives.  Thereafter, five 

stakeholder workshops were conducted in June and July involving residents, businesses, 

transit operators, schools, members from the bike community, seniors and others.  The 

proposed Sharrows on Pacific Avenue were discussed at Town hall meetings in August and 

September to provide a forum for interested parties to provide input.   In addition to written 

comments received via mailed letters and email, public comments were recorded at each of 
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File Number: 13-0584

these workshops.  

In addition, on November 5, 2013, the City Council received a presentation on the Citywide 

Bicycle Master Plan, which is a component of the Mobility Plan, and public comment was 

received, discussion occurred, and no action was taken at that time.

Today’s Joint Meeting with the City Council and Parking and Public Improvements 

Commission and to review the preliminary findings made by the study team as well as offer a 

first look at certain updates to particular Mobility Plan elements.  It will also function as part 

of the process to continue to gather stakeholder input.  The draft Mobility Plan is expected to 

be reviewed by the Planning Commission in early 2014, and presented to the City Council in 

the spring for adoption.

DISCUSSION:

The City of Manhattan Beach last adopted a Circulation Element in 2001.  The Circulation 

Element was heavily auto-oriented, and focused on neighborhood traffic protection and 

capital programs as evident by its four sections: Circulation, Neighborhood Traffic Intrusion, 

Parking and Water, Sewer, and Storm Drain Systems.  It was produced before the concept 

of Complete Streets and Active Transportation.  Highlights of the Circulation Element were 

the Master Plan of Roadways; future congestion improvements particularly proposed 

physical improvements; a brief discussion of transit options and Traffic Demand 

Management (TDM) Strategies.  While it contained a brief discussion of pedestrian and bike 

networks, overall it was heavily auto-dependent.   

The Mobility Plan represents a change in direction from an auto-focused policy to a 

multi-modal approach with a significantly greater emphasis on moving people by specifically 

incorporating bicycle and pedestrian plans and improving transit opportunities.  

Recent initiatives which are shaping the Mobility Plan update include the 2008 California 

Complete Streets Act (AB 1358) which ensures that the transportation plans of all City’s 

meet the needs of all users of the roadway including pedestrians, bicyclists, users of public 

transit, motorists, children, the elderly, and the disabled.  The 2006 California Global 

Warming Solutions Act (AB 32) which sets goals for the reduction of statewide greenhouse 

gas emissions. The 2008 Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act (SB 375) 

which is a new law targeting greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles; and finally 

the Living Streets Policy which as part of the Blue Zones Project aims to improve the 

well-being of Beach City residents and employees.

Mobility Plan tasks include a review of the 2001 Infrastructure/Circulation Element as well as 

other local, regional and state plans.  An assessment of current bike and pedestrians 

facilities, as well as existing vehicular conditions through new traffic counts and an update of 

transit service information.   It will also evaluate the “Complete Streets” policy by evaluating 

Best Practices and prepare Complete Streets based Goals and Policies.  Finally, the Mobility 

Plan will evaluate a Multi-Modal Level of Service (MMLOS) and, develop a bicycle and 

pedestrian project list.

The South Bay Bicycle Master Plan adopted by the City Council in 2011, and presented to 

the City Council on November 5th, is the starting framework for the Mobility Plan.  The 
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Mobility Plan will identify key facilities from South Bay plan that are appropriate for 

implementation within the City.  Additional corridors may be included in Mobility Plan based 

on public comment as additions or alternative to South Bay Plan corridors.  The Mobility Plan 

will also provide greater emphasis on a family-friendly bike network.

As the City’s populace continues to age, transit will play a greater role in the mobility of the 

City’s residents.  Accordingly, dial-a-ride services should not be reduced, and other senior 

oriented transit options will be explored.  Through the Mobility Plan Update, the City will 

encourage making public transit information more accessible by publishing a transit map on 

the City’s website and educating the public on transit options.  As a popular beach 

destination, the Mobility plan also aims to encourage convenient and frequent transit service 

to the beach by improving bus stops and routes.

Progress to Date

A key component of the Mobility Plan update is public outreach.  The City held its first public 

workshop on Monday, February 4, 2013.  Thereafter, five stakeholder workshops were 

conducted in June and July involving residents, businesses, transit operators, schools, 

members from the bike community, seniors and others.  

Traffic Counts were recently conducted to better understand existing roadway conditions .  A 

draft pedestrian and bicycle project list, a draft Complete Streets Best Practices Review and 

a draft update to Circulation Goals and Policies has also taken place.  

The Mobility Plan is a preferred forum for enshrining Complete Streets and Living Streets 

policies into the City’s procedures.  While not every street can serve all modes of 

transportation well, across multiple streets, all modes should be well-served in a particular 

direction of travel.  

Key Recommendations of the Mobility Plan update will include developing east/west bike 

route(s), in addition to developing a bike route along the Veteran's Parkway area.  The Plan 

will also prioritize appropriate South Bay Bicycle Master Plan elements for Manhattan Beach 

such as connecting bike routes from Valley/Ardmore to Manhattan Village under Sepulveda 

Boulevard. It will also review and revise policies for streets without sidewalks, and develop 

and incorporate pedestrian facility design guidelines.

The Mobility Plan will address a transit circulator to connect areas of the City east and west 

of Sepulveda Boulevard and to key centers.  It will discuss summer-only transit so residents 

can get downtown without facing summertime parking constraints, and encourage upgrades 

to existing transit stops to be more user friendly, while improving service opportunities for 

seniors.

Finally the Mobility Plan should continue to implement key traffic improvements at congested 

intersections through Traffic Demand Management strategies.

Attachment:

1. PowerPoint Presentation for Mobility Plan Update
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