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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Ward and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager 

 
FROM: Bruce Moe, Finance Director 
                         Henry Mitzner, Controller 
 
DATE: May 2, 2006 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of Resolutions Approving Assessment Engineer’s Report for Annual 

Levy of Street Lighting Assessments for Fiscal Year 2006-2007, and Declaration of 
City Council Intention to Provide for Annual Levy and Collection of Assessments for 
Street Maintenance and Setting of Public Hearing for June 6, 2006. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council: a) adopt Resolution No. 6027 approving the Assessment 
Engineer’s report for the annual levy of Street Lighting Assessments for the Fiscal Year 2006-2007, 
and b) adopt Resolution No. 6028 declaring City Council’s intention to provide for the annual levy, 
collection of assessments and establishment of reserves for the Street Lighting and Landscaping 
Maintenance Fund and setting June 6, 2006 for the public hearing. 

FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
The assessment rates remain unchanged from fiscal year 2005-2006. The total assessment for fiscal 
year 2006-2007 in accordance with the Assessment Engineer report is $378,764 and will be reflected 
in the proposed 2006-2007 budget. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
At the April 18, 2006 meeting, Council adopted Resolution 6026, which ordered the preparation of the 
Assessment Engineer’s Report. This report, submitted by the firm of Harris & Associates, has been 
prepared in accordance with the Street Lighting and Landscaping Act of 1972.  The method for the 
allocation of assessments, which remains unchanged from Fiscal Year 2005-2006, is discussed in Part 
D of the Engineer’s Report (Attachment “C”).  

 
DISCUSSION: 
Assessments are levied on the basis of benefit.   The basic unit for allocation of benefit is the single 
family home which is equal to one Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU).  All other land use is converted into 
this measure based on dwelling units or lot size of the parcel. 

The Engineer has established six zones of benefit to allocate assessments, five of which employ the EDU 
method of benefit measure. For zone 10, which includes certain downtown business properties, the 
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Assessment Engineer has determined that frontal footage is the best measure of benefit and uses the 
Adjusted Front Footage (AFF) basis. 

The Assessment Engineer was supplied with revenue, cost estimates and estimated opening fund 
balance.  The preliminary total assessment of $378,764 is based on the final roll for fiscal 2005-2006.  
Upon receipt of the final roll for fiscal year 2006-2007, which will reflect parcel changes for the new 
fiscal year, Harris & Associates will recalculate the total assessment using the rates as shown in the 
report.  Based on history, the difference between the total assessment for the prior year and current 
year should be less than $1,000. 

The estimated ending fund balance is $100,738 as of June 30, 2006.  This amount plus assessments, 
General Fund contribution and interest earnings are available to fund expenditures for fiscal 2006-2007. 
The projected June 30, 2007 fund balance of $56,759 and is less than 50% of the operating costs of 
zones 1 through 9 and represents a Maintenance Reserve as set forth in Street Lighting and 
Landscaping Act of 1972, allowing the fund to meet operating expenditures until first receipt of secured 
taxes in December.  

As stated in the staff report of April 18, 2006, the proposed 2006-2007 budget will include a General 
Fund transfer of $58,115 to cover Streetscape (zone 10) expenditures in excess of assessments for that 
zone. Unless assessments match expenditures for all zones, ongoing transfers will be needed.  Any 
increase in assessments will require a Proposition 218 vote. 

Subject to City Council approval of Resolutions 6027 and 6028, a public hearing will be held on June 
6, 2006 after which City Council will be asked to adopt a resolution providing for the levy and 
collection of street lighting assessments and establishment of reserves for future projects. The 
assessments are collected via the consolidated property tax bills issued in October of each year. 

 
 
Attachments: A) Resolution No. 6027 

B) Resolution No. 6028 
C) Assessment Engineer’s Report 
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RESOLUTION NO. 6027 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, PRELIMINARILY APPROVING 
THE ENGINEER’S "REPORT" FOR ANNUAL LEVY OF 
ASSESSMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006-2007 IN THE 
MAINTENANCE DISTRICT WITHIN SAID CITY 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Division 15, Part 2, of the Streets and 

Highways Code of the State of California being known as the "Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972", 
this City Council did, by previous resolution, order the preparation of an Engineer's "Report" for the 
annual levy of assessments, consisting of plans and specifications, an estimate of the cost, a diagram 
of the maintenance district, and an assessment relating to what is now known and designated as 
LANDSCAPING AND STREET LIGHTING MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 99 (hereinafter referred to 
as the "District"); and 

 
WHEREAS, there now has been presented to this City Council the "Report" as required 

by Division 15 of the Streets and Highways Code, and as previously directed by resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, this City Council has now carefully examined and reviewed the "Report" as 

presented, and is satisfied with each and all of the items and documents as set forth therein and is 
satisfied that the assessment, on a preliminary basis, has been spread in accordance with the benefits 
received from the maintenance to be performed as set forth in said "Report." 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  That the above recitals are all true and correct. 
 
SECTION 2.  That the "Report" as presented, consisting of the following: 
 
a. Plans and specifications; 
 
b. Estimate of cost; 
 
c. Diagram of the maintenance district; 
 
d. Assessment of the estimated cost. 
 

is hereby approved on a preliminary basis and is ordered to be filed in the Office of the City Clerk as a 
permanent record and to remain open for public inspection. 
 

SECTION 3.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 
Resolution and the minutes of this meeting shall so reflect the presentation of the Engineer's "Report." 

 
SECTION 4.  That this "Report," as above referenced, shall be applicable for the annual 

assessments for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2006, and ending on June 30, 2007. 
 
SECTION 5.  That this Resolution is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Section 

22623, et seq. of the Streets and Highways code of the State of California. 
 
SECTION 6.  The City Clerk shall make this Resolution reasonably available for public 

inspection within thirty (30) days of the date this Resolution is adopted. 
 

SECTION 7.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and 
thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full force and effect. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 2nd day of May, 2006. 
 
Ayes:   
Noes:   
Absent:  
Abstain:  
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO 6028 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO 
PROVIDE FOR ANNUAL LEVY AND COLLECTION OF 
ASSESSMENTS FOR CERTAIN STREET LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 
IN AN EXISTING MAINTENANCE DISTRICT, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF DIVISION 15, PART 2, OF THE STREETS AND 
HIGHWAYS CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AND SETTING A 
TIME AND PLACE FOR PUBLIC HEARING THEREON 

 
WHEREAS, this City Council has previously formed a Lighting District pursuant to the 

provisions of Division 15, Part 2, of the Streets and Highways Code of the State of California, being the 
"Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972", for a maintenance district to be known and designated as 
LANDSCAPING AND STREET LIGHTING MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 99 (hereinafter referred to 
as the "District"); and 

 
WHEREAS, there has been presented and preliminarily approved by the City Council, 

the Engineer's "Report" as required by law, and at this time, this City Council finally approves the 
"Report"; and 

 
WHEREAS, at this time, this City Council is desirous of continuing with proceedings for 

the annual levy of assessments for the next ensuing fiscal year, to provide for the costs and expenses 
necessary for continued maintenance of improvements within said District. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  That the above recitals are all true and correct. 
 
SECTION 2.  Public Interest 

 
A. That the public interest and convenience requires, and it is the intention 

of this Council to undertake proceedings for the annual levy and 
collection of special assessments for the continual maintenance of 
certain lighting, all to serve and benefit said District as said area is 
shown and delineated on a map as previously approved by this City 
Council and on file in the office of the City Clerk, open to public 
inspection, and herein so referenced and made a part hereof. 

 
B. That the improvements to be maintained are substantially the same as 

for the previous fiscal year and reference is hereby made to said 
proceedings, and there are not substantial changes proposed to be 
made in any existing improvements or maintenance thereof. 

 
C. That in all zones within the District, except Zone 10, the costs of street 

lighting for the 2006-2007 year shall be allocated to property owners 
within the District based upon an Equivalent Dwelling Unit parcel 
method more completely described in the "Report".  In Zone 10, the 
cost will continue to be allocated using the adjusted front footage 
method. 

 
SECTION 3.  Report.  That the "Report" of the Engineer regarding the annual levy for 

said District, which "Report" is for the maintenance for the fiscal year 2006-2007 is hereby approved 
and is directed to be filed in the office of the City Clerk. 

 
SECTION 4.  Assessment.  That the public interest and convenience requires, and it is 

the intention of this City Council to order the annual assessment levy for the District as set forth and 
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described in said Engineer's "Report", and further it is determined to be within the best public interest 
and convenience to levy and collect annual assessments to pay the costs and expenses of said 
maintenance and improvements as estimated in said "Report". 

 
SECTION 5.  Description of Maintenance.  The assessments which are to be levied and 

collected shall be for the maintenance of certain lighting as set forth in the Engineer's "Report" 
referenced and incorporated herein. 

 
SECTION 6.  County Auditor.  The County Auditor shall enter on the County 

Assessment Roll the amount of the assessments and shall collect said assessments at the time and in 
the same manner as county taxes are collected.  After collection by the County, the net amount of the 
assessment, after the deduction of any compensation due to the County for collection, shall be paid to 
the Treasurer for purposes of paying for the costs and expenses of said District. 

 
SECTION 7.  Special Funds.  That all monies collected shall be deposited in the 

previously established fund known as STREET LIGHTING FUND.  Payment shall be made out of said 
fund only for the purpose provided for in this Resolution, and in order to expedite the making of this 
maintenance and improvement, the City Council may transfer into said special fund, money from any 
available source, such funds as it may deem necessary to expedite the proceedings.  Any funds shall 
be repaid out of the proceeds of the assessments provided for in this Resolution. 

 
SECTION 8.  Boundaries of District.  Said contemplated maintenance work is, in the 

opinion of this City Council, of direct benefit to the properties within the boundaries of the District, and 
this City Council makes the costs and expenses of said maintenance chargeable upon the District, 
which District said City Council hereby declares to be the District benefited by said improvements and 
maintenance, and to be further assessed to pay the costs and expenses thereof.  Said District shall 
include each parcel of land within the boundaries of said District as said District is shown in a map as 
approved by this City Council and on file in the Office of the City Clerk and so designated by the name 
of the District. 

 
SECTION 9.  Public Property.  Any lot or parcels of land known as public property, as 

the same are defined in Section 22663 of Division 15, Part 2, of the Streets and Highways Code of the 
State of California, which are included within the boundaries of the Maintenance District, shall be 
omitted and exempt from any assessment to be made under these proceedings to cover any of the 
costs and expenses of said maintenance work. 

 
SECTION 10.  Public Hearing.  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ON THE 6th DAY 

OF JUNE 2006, AT THE HOUR OF 6:30 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF MANHATTAN 
BEACH CITY HALL LOCATED AT 1400 HIGHLAND AVENUE, MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, 
THE MANHATTAN BEACH CITY COUNCIL SHALL CONDUCT A HEARING OF PROTESTS OR 
OBJECTIONS IN REFERENCE TO THE ANNUAL LEVY OF MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENTS, TO 
THE EXTENT OF THE MAINTENANCE, AND ANY OTHER MATTERS CONTAINED IN THIS 
RESOLUTION.  ANY PERSONS WHO WISH TO OBJECT TO THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE 
ANNUAL LEVY SHOULD FILE A WRITTEN PROTEST WITH THE CITY CLERK PRIOR TO THE TIME 
SET AND SCHEDULED FOR SAID PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
SECTION 11.  Notice.  The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a 

copy of this resolution in the Beach Reporter, a newspaper of general circulation within said City, 
pursuant to Government Code Section 6061, said publication being not less than ten (10) days before 
the date for said Public Hearing. 

 
SECTION 12.  Effective Date.  That this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon 

its adoption. 
 
SECTION 13.  Proceedings Inquiries.  For any and all information relating to the 

proceedings, protest procedure, any documentation and/or information of a procedural or technical 
nature, your attention is directed to the below listed person at the local agency or department so 
designated. 
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HENRY MITZNER 

CONTROLLER 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 
(310) 802-5563 

 
SECTION 14.  The City Clerk shall make this Resolution reasonably available for public 

inspection within thirty (30) days of the date this Resolution is adopted. 
 

SECTION 15.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and 
thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full force and effect. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 2nd May, 2006. 
 
 
Ayes:   
Noes:   
Absent:  
Abstain:  
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
City Clerk 










































