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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:             Honorable Mayor Ward and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager 
 
FROM: Neil C. Miller, Director of Public Works 
  Dana Greenwood, City Engineer 
  Gilbert Gamboa, Associate Engineer 
 
DATE: April 18, 2006 
 
SUBJECT: Uphold the Parking and Public Improvements Commission Recommendation to  

Approve a Request to Relocate an Existing Utility Pole at 1114 2nd Street  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council pass a motion to uphold the Parking and Public 
Improvements Commission (PPIC) recommendation to approve the request to relocate the existing 
utility pole at 1114 2nd Street. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
Approval of this item will have no impact on the City’s budget.  The entire expense of relocating the 
existing utility pole will be the responsibility of the property owner and not the City. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
At the City Council’s March 7, 2000 Council meeting, Resolution Number 5538 was approved, 
establishing a policy regarding utility pole relocation in connection with development of private 
property. This policy does not allow the relocation of utility poles for view or aesthetic reasons. If 
there is a sufficient engineering justification to relocate the pole, then the pole in question may be 
moved the minimum distance to resolve the issue. Any exceptions to this policy that are based on 
an engineering justification require a public hearing before the Parking and Public Improvements 
Commission and subsequent ratification by the City Council. 

The existing utility (structural) pole with anchored guy wire provides lateral support to the 
alignment of utility poles along the north side of 2nd Street public right of way and does not bear 
any other form of utility service. The 20 foot tall, support pole is located approximately 30 feet 
east of the westerly property line and approximately 2 feet south of the northerly property line 
inside of the front yard area on private property. The support pole’s guy wire is anchored at a 
location approximately 6 feet south of the pole. The approved design for the development of the 
property utilizes a single common-use driveway located 9 feet west of the existing support pole 
adjacent to the westerly property line. The existing location of the utility pole does not interfere 
with any driveway or walkway access to the approved development; however, as stated in the 
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applicant’s request the developer believes that the existing pole location poses a safety issue and 
deprives the property owner’s full use of their front yard area. The residential property (three 
units) in question is in the process of obtaining all required permits and has been reviewed and 
approved by the Planning Division of the Community Development Department, the City’s 
Planning Commission (4-0 vote, 1 absent), and the City Council. The developer submitted a 
formal request to relocate the existing utility pole approximately 30 feet to the west of its current 
location at the northwest corner of the property as verbally advised by a Southern California 
Edison (SCE) Company representative. This relocation will place the utility pole adjacent to an 
existing block wall along the property line bordering the rear portion of a commercial property to 
the west. Although the utility support pole in question is located on private property; the pole is, 
at the same time, structurally connected to a system of poles which are located in the public right 
of way on the north side of 2nd Street. Therefore, staff deemed the situation appropriate to bring 
before the PPIC for consideration with a public hearing. 
 
This item was reviewed by the PPIC at their January 26, 2006 meeting.  Prior to the meeting, 
notices were sent out to residents within a five hundred foot radius of the development. No 
residents appeared at the PPIC meeting. A representative of the property owner was in 
attendance. The relocation was approved by the Commission on a 2-1 vote (Commissioner Lang 
absent, Commissioner Powell abstain), pending review of Southern California Edison’s written 
authorization by City staff. 
 
The developer of the subject property has submitted an internal correspondence from SCE 
indicating Edison’s intent and authorization to move the support pole to clear for new 
construction. The correspondence also specifies that all costs associated with the relocation 
would be paid for by the property owner and/or Southern California Edison and not the City. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Staff is recommending that City Council uphold the Commission’s decision and allow the 
developer to relocate the utility pole in accordance with their request. 
 
 
Attachments: Location Map 
  Applicant’s Letter of Request with Site Plan 
  Site Photos 
  PPIC Staff Memorandum (pp. 1-2) 
  PPIC Draft Minutes (pp. 1-4) 
  SCE Correspondence 
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1114 2nd ST North Property Line – Looking WEST

1114 2nd ST North Property Line – Looking EAST

Existing Pole on North Side of 2nd Street

2nd Street – Looking WEST


















