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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Fahey and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager 
 
FROM: Neil Miller, Director of Public Works  
  Dana Greenwood, City Engineer 
  Stephanie Katsouleas, Senior Civil Engineer 
 
DATE: November 21, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Presentation on the Establishment of Underground Utility Districts 05-2, 05-4 and 

05-6, and Consideration of Resolutions to Form Those Underground Districts 
Which are Approved by a Majority Vote of the Weighted Returned Ballots. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council: 
 

1. Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the establishment of Utility Underground Assessment 
Districts 05-2, 05-4 and 05-6. 

2. Tabulate Protest Ballots 

3. Adopt Resolutions overruling protests, approving the final Engineer’s Report (with 
modifications) and confirming assessments (Attachments A-C). 

 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
There are no fiscal implications for the adoption of the subject Resolutions.  Southern California 
Edison (SCE), Verizon, and Adelphia have developed and submitted cost estimates for the work 
on the Districts 05-2, 05-4 and 05-6.  These costs are included in the total assessments calculated 
for each parcel.  If the Districts are approved by the property owners through the mailed ballot 
vote, the City will be reimbursed for its costs expended to date, which include Assessment 
Engineer fees, engineering design fees and staff time.  The following total costs would be carried 
by the Districts if they are approved by a majority of the property owners in each District: 
 
 District 05-2 District 05-4 District 05-6 

District  Cost $8,103,771 $7,420,574 $6,652,236 

Number of Assessable Parcels 194 167 304 
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BACKGROUND: 
Property owners within the subject proposed Underground Utility Assessment Districts (UUAD) 
have previously submitted signed petitions of at least 60% of the affected property owners in each 
District in order to initiate the process for the underground utilities.  Initial funding for preliminary 
engineering and design was approved by City Council on February 15, 2000 for Districts 05-2 and 
05-4, and on May 2, 2000 for District 05-6.  The design plans were completed July 2005 and made 
available for public comment in August 2005.  Cost estimates for undergrounding utilities in each 
District were provided by all utilities on September 26, 2005 and subsequently incorporated into 
the Assessment Engineer’s reports (Attachment D).  The reports detail the total cost for each 
district, the cost to each parcel and the methodology used to calculate the proposed assessment for 
each parcel. 
 
At its regular meeting of October 4, 2005, the City Council adopted resolutions which approved 
the proposed boundary maps for each District, declared its intent to finance the improvements 
through the levy of assessments and the issuance of bonds, gave preliminary approval of the 
Engineer’s Reports and set the date for the Public Hearing on the Districts for the City Council 
Meeting of November 21, 2005.  Following that meeting, ballot materials were mailed to all 
property owners within each District (Attachments E-G).  A map of the District boundaries is 
provided as Attachment H. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Upon setting the Public Hearing, a notice of proposed assessment, Proposition 218 ballot, and 
notice of Public Hearing were mailed to each affected property owner in each District.  Tonight’s 
Public Hearing is being held upon the expiration of a 45-day period from the notice of proposed 
assessment.  At this Public Hearing, the City Council will hear public testimony either in support 
of or opposition to the proposed Districts.  Written testimony (correspondence) already 
submitted by affected residents either in favor of or opposed to the District formation is also 
provided as Attachment I.  Mailed ballot votes will be tabulated to determine the percentage of 
property owners in favor of the project, and ballots submitted will be counted.  If at least 50 % of 
the weighted returned ballots are in favor of the Assessment District, the District may proceed 
with its formation.  Construction bids will be subsequently obtained, and if less than the 
assessments approved, construction of the underground project may commence.  Each ballot is 
weighted based on the proportional financial obligation of the affected parcels. This means, 
proportionately, more weight is given to the ballots with higher assessment amounts. 
 
Should one or more of the Districts and assessments be approved, property owners will be given 
an opportunity to pay all or part of their assessments during a minimum thirty day cash 
collection period, ending December 30, 2005.  Following the cash collection period and 
submittal of open market bids, the City will sell bonds representing the unpaid assessments.  
Bond proceeds and prepayments will finance the construction of the underground work. The 
bonds are secured by the unpaid assessments. The property owners make annual assessment 
installments over the 20-year life of the bonds to pay for the debt service on the bonds and 
administrative costs relating to the Districts. 
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Upon setting the Public Hearing date each property owner within the affected Districts was 
notified by mail regarding their individual assessment. The Public Works Department also held 
an Informal Public Meeting on October 20, 2005, prior to the deadline to return the mailed ballot 
to discuss individual assessment, assessment methodologies and estimated construction costs 
with property owners. Property owners were given the opportunity to review their individual 
assessment and ask questions regarding the ballot procedure or other aspects of the project.  
Individual property owner assessments for each District include: 
 

 
Following the Informal Public Meeting, three minor modifications were made to the Engineer’s 
Reports for District 05-2, 05-4 and 05-6.  These include, respectively: 1) reducing the assessment 
for one parcel in the amount of $15,398.70, which will actually be a receiving partial rather than 
full utility service upgrade, 2) reducing the proposed assessment by $7,560.29 of for one unique 
parcel who’s benefit factor was incorrectly applied, and 3) correcting the parcel number for one 
property on the District Boundary Map.    
 
It is also important to note that the individual property owner assessments represent the 
improvement costs of the proposed project within the public right-of-way.  The individual 
property owners are also responsible for the costs associated with work on private property to 
complete their respective service connection conversions to the new underground system. 
 

UTILITY UNDERGROUND DISTRICT ASSESSMENT AMOUNT 
District 05-2 
0 – Less than ¾ Lot $33,482.48 
¾ Lot to less than Full Lot $39,602.78 
Full Lot to less than 1¼ Lot $45,723.09 
1¼ Lot to less than 1½ Lot $51,843.39 
1½  Lot and Greater $57,963.69 
District 05-4 
0 – Less than ¾ Lot $39,393.89 
¾ Lot to less than Full Lot $44,954.18 
Full Lot to less than 1¼ Lot $52,514.47 
1¼ Lot to less than 1½ Lot $60,074.76 
1½  Lot and Greater $67,635.04 
District 05-6 
½ Lot Condo $17,100.87 
½ Lot to Full Lot SRF, Duplex, Multi Unit $23,094.31 
Greater than Full Lot $29,087.75 
SRF: Single family Residence 



    Agenda Item #: 
 

Page 4 

By adopting the subject resolutions, the following will generally be accomplished: 
 

• Adopt the subject resolutions, overruling protests ordering the modification of the 
engineer’s report, approving the engineer’s report so modified, confirming the 
assessments, approving and Ordering The Work And Proposed Improvements For 
The Utility Underground Project And Authorizing And Directing Related Actions 
In Connection With Underground Utility Assessment Districts:  
This Resolution formally: 1) denies any protests received, either oral or written, if the 
protests represent less than 50% of the weighted returned ballots, 2) modifies and 
approves the final Engineer’s Report, 3) confirms the assessments, and 4) forms the 
district and orders the work. 

 
 
 
Attachments:  
 
A. Resolution No. 6006 
B. Resolution No. 6007 
C. Resolution No. 6008 
D. Final Amended Assessment Engineer’s Reports for Districts 05-2, 05-4 and 05-6 
E.  Sample Ballot and Procedures 
F. Sample Notice of Proposed Assessment 
G. Notice of Public Hearing 
H. GIS Map 
I.  Written protests (not available electronically) 
 
 
xc:  Robert V. Wadden, City Attorney 

Bruce Moe, Director of Finance 
Henry Mitzner, Controller 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 6006 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, OVERRULING 
PROTESTS, ORDERING THE MODIFICATION OF THE 
ENGINEER’S REPORT, APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S 
REPORT SO MODIFIED, CONFIRMING THE ASSESSMENTS, 
APPROVING AND ORDERING THE WORK AND PROPOSED 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE UTILITY UNDERGROUND 
PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING RELATED 
ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH UNDERGROUND UTILITY 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 05-2 

WHEREAS, petitions signed by at least sixty percent (60%) of the owners within 
the proposed Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-2 (the “Assessment District”) have 
been filed with the City of Manhattan Beach (the “City”) for the formation of the Assessment 
District pursuant to the Municipal Improvement Act of 1913 (Division 12 of the Streets and 
Highways Code, commencing with Section 10000) (as amended, the “1913 Act”) and 
Chapter 7.28 of the City’s Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City (the “City Council”) has approved a 
map and adopted the boundaries shown on such map as describing the extent of the territory to 
be included within the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, by its Resolution of Intention adopted on October 4, 2005  (the 
“Resolution of Intention”), the City Council declared its intention to order the improvements for 
the proposed Assessment District to accomplish the conversion of existing overhead and above-
ground utility facilities to underground facilities, together with appurtenant work and 
improvements (the “Underground Project”) within or immediately adjacent to the Assessment 
District, which project is deemed to provide special benefit to certain property (the “Benefited 
Property”) situated within the Assessment District, and to levy a special assessment upon the 
Benefited Property, and has declared its intention to issue limited obligation improvement bonds 
(the “Bonds”), in accordance with the Improvement Bond Act of 1915 (as amended, the “1915 
Act”), representing all unpaid assessments; and 

WHEREAS, at the direction of the City Council in the Resolution of Intention, 
the Assessment Engineer, Hall & Foreman, Inc., prepared and filed a report (the “Engineer’s 
Report”) with the City Clerk in accordance with Section 10204 of the 1913 Act and Section 4 of 
Article XIIID of the California Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, by resolution adopted on October 4, 2005, 
preliminarily approved the Engineer’s Report entitled “City of Manhattan Beach Preliminary 
Engineer’s Report Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-2,” which Engineer’s Report 
is on file in the office of the City Clerk; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council fixed 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21, 2005, at 
the Council Chambers, 1400 Highland Avenue, Manhattan Beach, California 90266, as the time 



and place for hearing of protests to said proposed improvements and the levy of assessments 
therefore and provided notice of said hearing as provided by law; and 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has filed with the City Council a certificate setting the 
time and manner of compliance with the requirements of law for mailing notice of adoption of 
the Resolution of Intention and of the filing of the Engineer’s Report and of the time and place 
for a public hearing of protests to the extent of the Assessment District or to the proposed levy of 
assessments or to the proposed improvements; and 

WHEREAS, on November 21, 2005, following notice duly given in accordance 
with law, the City Council held a full and fair public hearing on the Resolution of Intention and 
the Engineer’s Report and regarding protests and objections thereto and to the proposed 
improvements in connection with the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, at such public hearing, the Engineer presented to the City Council 
certain proposed modifications to the Engineer’s Report (the “Amended Engineer’s Report”) 
which modifications resulted in no increase in the total amount of the assessment and no increase 
in the amount of the assessment against any individual parcel within the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, all interested persons were afforded the opportunity to hear and be 
heard regarding protest and objections to the formation of the Assessment District and the levy 
and collection of the proposed assessment and the City Council considered all oral and written 
protests and publicly tabulated all submitted and not withdrawn ballots. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANHATTAN 
BEACH, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and correct. 

SECTION 2. The City Council finds and determines that all actions required to 
be taken and all conditions required to be satisfied prior to action by this City Council pursuant 
to law, including the 1913 Act and Section 53753 of the California Government Code, have been 
taken and satisfied. 

SECTION 3. The City Council hereby finds that the proposed modifications to 
the Engineer’s Report result in no increase in the total amount of the assessment and no increase 
in the amount of the assessment against any individual parcel within the Assessment District.  
The City Council hereby orders such modifications to the Engineer’s Report to be made and the 
Amended Engineer’s Report is hereby approved as so modified.  A copy of the Amended 
Engineer’s Report shall be on file in the office of the City Clerk and open for public inspection. 

SECTION 4. The City Council hereby finds notices to have been mailed in the 
time, form and manner required by law, including the mailing of assessment ballots in 
accordance with Article XIIID of the California Constitution and Section 53753 of the California 
Government Code. 

SECTION 5. The City Council hereby finds that a majority protest does not exist 
as defined in Section 4(e) of Article XIIID of the California Constitution.  All protests and 



objections to the formation of the Assessment District and the levy and collection of the 
proposed assessments are hereby overruled by the City Council. 

SECTION 6. Based upon its review of the Amended Engineer’s Report and 
other reports and information presented to it, the City Council hereby finds and determines that 
(i) the lands within the Assessment District will be specially benefited by the improvements 
described in the Amended Engineer’s Report, (ii) the Assessment District includes all of the 
lands so benefited, (iii) the assessment of the total amount of the cost and expenses of such 
improvements upon the several subdivisions of land in the Assessment District is in proportion to 
the estimated special benefits to be received by such subdivisions, respectively, from such 
improvements, (iv) only special benefits are assessed and no assessment is imposed on any 
subdivision of land which exceeds the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit 
conferred on that subdivision and (v) any general public benefit from the Underground Project is 
nominal and has been more than offset by the City’s contribution of staff time and resources in 
the various proceedings for the establishment of the Assessment District. 

SECTION 7. The proposed assessment for the cost of the improvements 
provided for in subdivisions (c) and (e) of Section 10204 of the 1913 Act, and the maximum 
annual assessment provided for in subdivision (f) of that section are hereby confirmed and levied 
as set forth in the Amended Engineer’s Report, and this action is final as to all persons, in 
accordance with Section 10312 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 8. The City Council hereby approves the formation of the Assessment 
District and orders the proposed improvements set forth in the Amended Engineer’s Report to be 
made. 

SECTION 9. The City Council declares that the Amended Engineer’s Report is 
hereby finally approved. 

SECTION 10.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause to be recorded in the 
office of the Superintendent of Streets a certified copy of the diagram and assessments as 
provided in subdivisions (d), (e) and (f) of Section 10204 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 11.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to caused to be recorded in the 
office of the County Recorder of the County of Los Angeles a copy of the assessment diagram 
and notice of assessment in connection with the Assessment District as provided by Section 3114 
of the California Streets and Highways Code and Section 10402.5 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 12.  Following the recordation of such notice of assessment, the City 
Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to provide notice of recordation of the assessment in 
accordance with Section 10404 of the 1913 Act.  The notice of recordation of the assessment 
given by mail shall also prescribe the deadline for submission by or on behalf of any property 
owner of a cash payment to prepay, either in whole or in part, the assessment levied upon the 
property of such owner, pursuant to Sections 10403 and 10404 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 13.  The City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, at any time 
prior to the completion of the improvement proceedings, to make changes in connection with the 
Assessment District, including but not limited to approving further changes to the Amended 



Engineer’s Report (including cost estimates and line items therein), the improvements ordered 
herein, and the assessments (including the amount of any of the individual assessments) 
confirmed hereby, provided this Section shall not be deemed to authorize the City Manager to 
approve any increase in the amount of any of the individual assessments without the consent of 
the affected property owner. 

SECTION 14.  Pursuant to Section 10603 of the 1913 Act, the Finance Director, 
acting on behalf of the City Treasurer, is hereby designated to collect and receive the money paid 
pursuant to the assessment during the cash collection period, in the manner prescribed by law, 
and shall, upon the expiration of the prescribed cash collection period, submit to the City Clerk a 
Certificate re Paid and Unpaid Assessments. 

SECTION 15.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

SECTION 16.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and  
enter it into the original records of the City.  Thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full 
force and effect. 

SECTION 17.  The City Clerk shall make this Resolution reasonably available for 
public inspection within thirty (30) days of the date this Resolution is adopted.  

SECTION 18 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 21st day of November, 2005. 

Ayes: _____________________________ 
Noes: ____ 
Absent: ____ 
Abstain ____ 
  

 

____________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________ 
City Clerk 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 6007 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, OVERRULING 
PROTESTS, ORDERING THE MODIFICATION OF THE 
ENGINEER’S REPORT, APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S 
REPORT SO MODIFIED, CONFIRMING THE ASSESSMENTS, 
APPROVING AND ORDERING THE WORK AND PROPOSED 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE UTILITY UNDERGROUND 
PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING RELATED 
ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH UNDERGROUND UTILITY 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 05-4 

WHEREAS, petitions signed by at least sixty percent (60%) of the owners within 
the proposed Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-4 (the “Assessment District”) have 
been filed with the City of Manhattan Beach (the “City”) for the formation of the Assessment 
District pursuant to the Municipal Improvement Act of 1913 (Division 12 of the Streets and 
Highways Code, commencing with Section 10000) (as amended, the “1913 Act”) and 
Chapter 7.28 of the City’s Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City (the “City Council”) has approved a 
map and adopted the boundaries shown on such map as describing the extent of the territory to 
be included within the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, by its Resolution of Intention adopted on October 4, 2005  (the 
“Resolution of Intention”), the City Council declared its intention to order the improvements for 
the proposed Assessment District to accomplish the conversion of existing overhead and above-
ground utility facilities to underground facilities, together with appurtenant work and 
improvements (the “Underground Project”) within or immediately adjacent to the Assessment 
District, which project is deemed to provide special benefit to certain property (the “Benefited 
Property”) situated within the Assessment District, and to levy a special assessment upon the 
Benefited Property, and has declared its intention to issue limited obligation improvement bonds 
(the “Bonds”), in accordance with the Improvement Bond Act of 1915 (as amended, the “1915 
Act”), representing all unpaid assessments; and 

WHEREAS, at the direction of the City Council in the Resolution of Intention, 
the Assessment Engineer, Hall & Foreman, Inc., prepared and filed a report (the “Engineer’s 
Report”) with the City Clerk in accordance with Section 10204 of the 1913 Act and Section 4 of 
Article XIIID of the California Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, by resolution adopted on October 4, 2005, 
preliminarily approved the Engineer’s Report entitled “City of Manhattan Beach Preliminary 
Engineer’s Report Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-4,” which Engineer’s Report 
is on file in the office of the City Clerk; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council fixed 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21, 2005, at 
the Council Chambers, 1400 Highland Avenue, Manhattan Beach, California 90266, as the time 



and place for hearing of protests to said proposed improvements and the levy of assessments 
therefore and provided notice of said hearing as provided by law; and 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has filed with the City Council a certificate setting the 
time and manner of compliance with the requirements of law for mailing notice of adoption of 
the Resolution of Intention and of the filing of the Engineer’s Report and of the time and place 
for a public hearing of protests to the extent of the Assessment District or to the proposed levy of 
assessments or to the proposed improvements; and 

WHEREAS, on November 21, 2005, following notice duly given in accordance 
with law, the City Council held a full and fair public hearing on the Resolution of Intention and 
the Engineer’s Report and regarding protests and objections thereto and to the proposed 
improvements in connection with the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, at such public hearing, the Engineer presented to the City Council 
certain proposed modifications to the Engineer’s Report (the “Amended Engineer’s Report”) 
which modifications resulted in no increase in the total amount of the assessment and no increase 
in the amount of the assessment against any individual parcel within the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, all interested persons were afforded the opportunity to hear and be 
heard regarding protest and objections to the formation of the Assessment District and the levy 
and collection of the proposed assessment and the City Council considered all oral and written 
protests and publicly tabulated all submitted and not withdrawn ballots. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANHATTAN 
BEACH, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and correct. 

SECTION 2. The City Council finds and determines that all actions required to 
be taken and all conditions required to be satisfied prior to action by this City Council pursuant 
to law, including the 1913 Act and Section 53753 of the California Government Code, have been 
taken and satisfied. 

SECTION 3. The City Council hereby finds that the proposed modifications to 
the Engineer’s Report result in no increase in the total amount of the assessment and no increase 
in the amount of the assessment against any individual parcel within the Assessment District.  
The City Council hereby orders such modifications to the Engineer’s Report to be made and the 
Amended Engineer’s Report is hereby approved as so modified.  A copy of the Amended 
Engineer’s Report shall be on file in the office of the City Clerk and open for public inspection. 

SECTION 4. The City Council hereby finds notices to have been mailed in the 
time, form and manner required by law, including the mailing of assessment ballots in 
accordance with Article XIIID of the California Constitution and Section 53753 of the California 
Government Code. 

SECTION 5. The City Council hereby finds that a majority protest does not exist 
as defined in Section 4(e) of Article XIIID of the California Constitution.  All protests and 



objections to the formation of the Assessment District and the levy and collection of the 
proposed assessments are hereby overruled by the City Council. 

SECTION 6. Based upon its review of the Amended Engineer’s Report and 
other reports and information presented to it, the City Council hereby finds and determines that 
(i) the lands within the Assessment District will be specially benefited by the improvements 
described in the Amended Engineer’s Report, (ii) the Assessment District includes all of the 
lands so benefited, (iii) the assessment of the total amount of the cost and expenses of such 
improvements upon the several subdivisions of land in the Assessment District is in proportion to 
the estimated special benefits to be received by such subdivisions, respectively, from such 
improvements, (iv) only special benefits are assessed and no assessment is imposed on any 
subdivision of land which exceeds the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit 
conferred on that subdivision and (v) any general public benefit from the Underground Project is 
nominal and has been more than offset by the City’s contribution of staff time and resources in 
the various proceedings for the establishment of the Assessment District. 

SECTION 7. The proposed assessment for the cost of the improvements 
provided for in subdivisions (c) and (e) of Section 10204 of the 1913 Act, and the maximum 
annual assessment provided for in subdivision (f) of that section are hereby confirmed and levied 
as set forth in the Amended Engineer’s Report, and this action is final as to all persons, in 
accordance with Section 10312 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 8. The City Council hereby approves the formation of the Assessment 
District and orders the proposed improvements set forth in the Amended Engineer’s Report to be 
made. 

SECTION 9. The City Council declares that the Amended Engineer’s Report is 
hereby finally approved. 

SECTION 10.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause to be recorded in the 
office of the Superintendent of Streets a certified copy of the diagram and assessments as 
provided in subdivisions (d), (e) and (f) of Section 10204 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 11.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to caused to be recorded in the 
office of the County Recorder of the County of Los Angeles a copy of the assessment diagram 
and notice of assessment in connection with the Assessment District as provided by Section 3114 
of the California Streets and Highways Code and Section 10402.5 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 12.  Following the recordation of such notice of assessment, the City 
Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to provide notice of recordation of the assessment in 
accordance with Section 10404 of the 1913 Act.  The notice of recordation of the assessment 
given by mail shall also prescribe the deadline for submission by or on behalf of any property 
owner of a cash payment to prepay, either in whole or in part, the assessment levied upon the 
property of such owner, pursuant to Sections 10403 and 10404 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 13.  The City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, at any time 
prior to the completion of the improvement proceedings, to make changes in connection with the 
Assessment District, including but not limited to approving further changes to the Amended 



Engineer’s Report (including cost estimates and line items therein), the improvements ordered 
herein, and the assessments (including the amount of any of the individual assessments) 
confirmed hereby, provided this Section shall not be deemed to authorize the City Manager to 
approve any increase in the amount of any of the individual assessments without the consent of 
the affected property owner. 

SECTION 14.  Pursuant to Section 10603 of the 1913 Act, the Finance Director, 
acting on behalf of the City Treasurer, is hereby designated to collect and receive the money paid 
pursuant to the assessment during the cash collection period, in the manner prescribed by law, 
and shall, upon the expiration of the prescribed cash collection period, submit to the City Clerk a 
Certificate re Paid and Unpaid Assessments. 

SECTION 15.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

SECTION 16.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and  
enter it into the original records of the City.  Thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full 
force and effect. 

SECTION 17.   The City Clerk shall make this Resolution reasonably available 
for public inspection within thirty (30) days of the date this Resolution is adopted. 

SECTION 18 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 21st day of November, 2005. 

Ayes: _____________________________ 
Noes: ____ 
Absent: ____ 
Abstain ____ 
  

 

____________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________ 
City Clerk 



RESOLUTION NO. 6008 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, OVERRULING 
PROTESTS, ORDERING THE MODIFICATION OF THE 
ENGINEER’S REPORT, APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S 
REPORT SO MODIFIED, CONFIRMING THE ASSESSMENTS, 
APPROVING AND ORDERING THE WORK AND PROPOSED 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE UTILITY UNDERGROUND 
PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING RELATED 
ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH UNDERGROUND UTILITY 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 05-6 

WHEREAS, petitions signed by at least sixty percent (60%) of the owners within 
the proposed Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-6 (the “Assessment District”) have 
been filed with the City of Manhattan Beach (the “City”) for the formation of the Assessment 
District pursuant to the Municipal Improvement Act of 1913 (Division 12 of the Streets and 
Highways Code, commencing with Section 10000) (as amended, the “1913 Act”) and 
Chapter 7.28 of the City’s Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City (the “City Council”) has approved a 
map and adopted the boundaries shown on such map as describing the extent of the territory to 
be included within the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, by its Resolution of Intention adopted on October 4, 2005  (the 
“Resolution of Intention”), the City Council declared its intention to order the improvements for 
the proposed Assessment District to accomplish the conversion of existing overhead and above-
ground utility facilities to underground facilities, together with appurtenant work and 
improvements (the “Underground Project”) within or immediately adjacent to the Assessment 
District, which project is deemed to provide special benefit to certain property (the “Benefited 
Property”) situated within the Assessment District, and to levy a special assessment upon the 
Benefited Property, and has declared its intention to issue limited obligation improvement bonds 
(the “Bonds”), in accordance with the Improvement Bond Act of 1915 (as amended, the “1915 
Act”), representing all unpaid assessments; and 

WHEREAS, at the direction of the City Council in the Resolution of Intention, 
the Assessment Engineer, Hall & Foreman, Inc., prepared and filed a report (the “Engineer’s 
Report”) with the City Clerk in accordance with Section 10204 of the 1913 Act and Section 4 of 
Article XIIID of the California Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, by resolution adopted on October 4, 2005, 
preliminarily approved the Engineer’s Report entitled “City of Manhattan Beach Preliminary 
Engineer’s Report Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-6,” which Engineer’s Report 
is on file in the office of the City Clerk; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council fixed 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21, 2005, at 
the Council Chambers, 1400 Highland Avenue, Manhattan Beach, California 90266, as the time 



and place for hearing of protests to said proposed improvements and the levy of assessments 
therefore and provided notice of said hearing as provided by law; and 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has filed with the City Council a certificate setting the 
time and manner of compliance with the requirements of law for mailing notice of adoption of 
the Resolution of Intention and of the filing of the Engineer’s Report and of the time and place 
for a public hearing of protests to the extent of the Assessment District or to the proposed levy of 
assessments or to the proposed improvements; and 

WHEREAS, on November 21, 2005, following notice duly given in accordance 
with law, the City Council held a full and fair public hearing on the Resolution of Intention and 
the Engineer’s Report and regarding protests and objections thereto and to the proposed 
improvements in connection with the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, at such public hearing, the Engineer presented to the City Council 
certain proposed modifications to the Engineer’s Report (the “Amended Engineer’s Report”) 
which modifications resulted in no increase in the total amount of the assessment and no increase 
in the amount of the assessment against any individual parcel within the Assessment District; and 

WHEREAS, all interested persons were afforded the opportunity to hear and be 
heard regarding protest and objections to the formation of the Assessment District and the levy 
and collection of the proposed assessment and the City Council considered all oral and written 
protests and publicly tabulated all submitted and not withdrawn ballots. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANHATTAN 
BEACH, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and correct. 

SECTION 2. The City Council finds and determines that all actions required to 
be taken and all conditions required to be satisfied prior to action by this City Council pursuant 
to law, including the 1913 Act and Section 53753 of the California Government Code, have been 
taken and satisfied. 

SECTION 3. The City Council hereby finds that the proposed modifications to 
the Engineer’s Report result in no increase in the total amount of the assessment and no increase 
in the amount of the assessment against any individual parcel within the Assessment District.  
The City Council hereby orders such modifications to the Engineer’s Report to be made and the 
Amended Engineer’s Report is hereby approved as so modified.  A copy of the Amended 
Engineer’s Report shall be on file in the office of the City Clerk and open for public inspection. 

SECTION 4. The City Council hereby finds notices to have been mailed in the 
time, form and manner required by law, including the mailing of assessment ballots in 
accordance with Article XIIID of the California Constitution and Section 53753 of the California 
Government Code. 

SECTION 5. The City Council hereby finds that a majority protest does not exist 
as defined in Section 4(e) of Article XIIID of the California Constitution.  All protests and 



objections to the formation of the Assessment District and the levy and collection of the 
proposed assessments are hereby overruled by the City Council. 

SECTION 6. Based upon its review of the Amended Engineer’s Report and 
other reports and information presented to it, the City Council hereby finds and determines that 
(i) the lands within the Assessment District will be specially benefited by the improvements 
described in the Amended Engineer’s Report, (ii) the Assessment District includes all of the 
lands so benefited, (iii) the assessment of the total amount of the cost and expenses of such 
improvements upon the several subdivisions of land in the Assessment District is in proportion to 
the estimated special benefits to be received by such subdivisions, respectively, from such 
improvements, (iv) only special benefits are assessed and no assessment is imposed on any 
subdivision of land which exceeds the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit 
conferred on that subdivision and (v) any general public benefit from the Underground Project is 
nominal and has been more than offset by the City’s contribution of staff time and resources in 
the various proceedings for the establishment of the Assessment District. 

SECTION 7. The proposed assessment for the cost of the improvements 
provided for in subdivisions (c) and (e) of Section 10204 of the 1913 Act, and the maximum 
annual assessment provided for in subdivision (f) of that section are hereby confirmed and levied 
as set forth in the Amended Engineer’s Report, and this action is final as to all persons, in 
accordance with Section 10312 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 8. The City Council hereby approves the formation of the Assessment 
District and orders the proposed improvements set forth in the Amended Engineer’s Report to be 
made. 

SECTION 9. The City Council declares that the Amended Engineer’s Report is 
hereby finally approved. 

SECTION 10.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause to be recorded in the 
office of the Superintendent of Streets a certified copy of the diagram and assessments as 
provided in subdivisions (d), (e) and (f) of Section 10204 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 11.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to caused to be recorded in the 
office of the County Recorder of the County of Los Angeles a copy of the assessment diagram 
and notice of assessment in connection with the Assessment District as provided by Section 3114 
of the California Streets and Highways Code and Section 10402.5 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 12.  Following the recordation of such notice of assessment, the City 
Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to provide notice of recordation of the assessment in 
accordance with Section 10404 of the 1913 Act.  The notice of recordation of the assessment 
given by mail shall also prescribe the deadline for submission by or on behalf of any property 
owner of a cash payment to prepay, either in whole or in part, the assessment levied upon the 
property of such owner, pursuant to Sections 10403 and 10404 of the 1913 Act. 

SECTION 13.  The City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, at any time 
prior to the completion of the improvement proceedings, to make changes in connection with the 
Assessment District, including but not limited to approving further changes to the Amended 



Engineer’s Report (including cost estimates and line items therein), the improvements ordered 
herein, and the assessments (including the amount of any of the individual assessments) 
confirmed hereby, provided this Section shall not be deemed to authorize the City Manager to 
approve any increase in the amount of any of the individual assessments without the consent of 
the affected property owner. 

SECTION 14.  Pursuant to Section 10603 of the 1913 Act, the Finance Director, 
acting on behalf of the City Treasurer, is hereby designated to collect and receive the money paid 
pursuant to the assessment during the cash collection period, in the manner prescribed by law, 
and shall, upon the expiration of the prescribed cash collection period, submit to the City Clerk a 
Certificate re Paid and Unpaid Assessments. 

SECTION 15.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

SECTION 16.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and  
enter it into the original records of the City.  Thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full 
force and effect. 

SECTION 17.  The City Clerk shall make this Resolution reasonably available for 
public inspection within thirty (30) days of the date this Resolution is adopted. 

SECTION 18 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 21st day of November, 2005. 

Ayes: _____________________________ 
Noes: ____ 
Absent: ____ 
Abstain ____ 
  

 

____________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________ 
City Clerk 



   City Hall 1400 Highland Avenue Manhattan Beach, CA 90266-4795 

   Telephone  (310) 802-5000 FAX  (310) 802-5001 TDD  (310) 546-3501 

Fire Department Address:  400 15th Street, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266  FAX (310) 802-5201 
Police Department Address:  420 15th Street, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266  FAX (310) 802-5101 

Public Works Department Address:  3621 Bell Avenue, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266  FAX (310) 802-5301 
City of Manhattan Beach Web Site: http://www.ciytmb.info 

October 6, 2005 
Property Owner

Underground Utility Assessment District 05-X 
Manhattan Beach, California 

RE: CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH PROPOSED UNDERGROUND 
UTILITY ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 05-X

Dear Property Owner: 

The City of Manhattan Beach works cooperatively with property owners who 
wish to form special assessment districts to create improvement projects in their 
neighborhoods.  At the request of property owners within your neighborhood, the 
City Council of the City of Manhattan Beach has initiated proceedings to consider 
the formation of an assessment district, designated as Underground Utility 
Assessment District No. 05-X (the “Assessment District”), to finance conversion 
of the overhead electrical and communication facilities to underground locations 
with appurtenant work in connection therewith.  These improvements will 
specially benefit the properties within the boundaries of the proposed Assessment 
District.

As part of these proceedings, the City Council will hold a public hearing and 
conduct an assessment ballot procedure on the formation of the assessment 
district.  If the Assessment District is formed and assessments levied, the 
Assessment District will finance the conversion of the overhead electrical and 
communication utilities to underground locations (the “Project”).  In the event the 
Assessment is approved, open-market construction bids for the Project will be 
solicited.  If the open market bids and associated costs are less than the approved 
Assessments, the Project will proceed.  However, if open market bids and 
associated costs are more than the approved Assessment, the City Council 
may elect to cancel the Project, in which case the Assessment will not be 
imposed.

Property owned by you is specially benefited by the improvements and is within 
the boundaries of the Assessment District.  The amount of the proposed 
assessment for your parcel is shown on the enclosed ballot.  If the Assessment 
District is formed, you will be given the opportunity to pay your assessment as a 
lump sum by December 30, 2005, or annually plus interest over a twenty-year 
period.  Please note that the assessment amount does not include the 
undergrounding work necessary to connect the utilities from the public right-
of-way to your home or structure. You will be responsible for such cost in 
addition to the assessment amount.    

PACKAGE CONTENTS 

Enclosed in this package you 
will find the following 
documents to assist you as the 
record owner in exercising 
your right to submit an 
assessment ballot regarding 
this proposed assessment: 

1. Notice of Public Hearing 
2. Official Assessment Ballot 

(This is NOT a sample but 
the OFFICIAL 
BALLOT)

3. Self-addressed Return 
Envelope

4. Boundary Map



The City Council has scheduled a public hearing to receive testimony either in 
favor of or in opposition to the proposed assessment.  The public hearing will be 
held at the City Council Chambers, 1400 Highland Avenue, Manhattan Beach, 
California on Monday, November 21st, at 6:30 pm in the City Council Chamber. 

Enclosed with this letter you will find a copy of the formal legal notice of this 
public hearing. This notice contains important information regarding the rights of 
the record owners of property located within the proposed Assessment District to 
be heard regarding the formation of the proposed Assessment District and the 
imposition of assessments, and to register their support for or opposition to the 
assessments. It is recommended that you read the notice carefully.

In addition to the public hearing, the record owners of property subject to the 
imposition of an assessment also have the right to express their support of or 
opposition to the proposed assessment through an assessment ballot procedure. In 
order to comply with this assessment ballot procedure, an OFFICIAL 
ASSESSMENT BALLOT and other materials described below are being provided 
to you as one of the record owners within the Assessment District to enable you as 
such an owner to exercise your right to submit your assessment ballot pertaining 
to the proposed assessment. The enclosed Notice of Public Hearing contains 
important information regarding the procedure for submitting an assessment 
ballot.

The City will be authorized to form the Assessment District and impose the 
assessments only if a majority of the assessment ballots submitted are in favor of 
the levy of the assessments. The assessment ballots will be weighted based upon 
the amount of the assessment proposed to be levied against individual parcels. 
THEREFORE, WHETHER YOU ARE IN FAVOR OF OR OPPOSED TO 
THE ASSESSMENT, IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT ALL 
RECORD OWNERS COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THEIR ASSESSMENT 
BALLOTS TO THE CITY SO THAT YOUR SUPPORT OF OR 
OPPOSITION TO THE ASSESSMENT WILL BE TABULATED. 

In order for your assessment ballot to be tabulated, it must be completed as 
described on the official ballot and RECEIVED either by mail, or in person, at 
the address of the City Clerk, on or prior to 5:00 p.m. on November 21, 2005 or at 
the Public Hearing to be held on November 21, 2005 at the address set forth in the 
enclosed notice prior to the conclusion of the public hearing. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT POSTMARKS ARE NOT ACCEPTED. 

The Public Works Department and the public utility companies have scheduled an 
informational Public Meeting at which time detailed questions may be asked 
about the assessment calculations, the project in general or about your specific 
property.    

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, the assessment ballot, or the 
assessment ballot procedures, you may contact Stephanie Katsouleas, Senior Civil 
Engineer, of the City at (310) 802-5368. 

Very truly yours,  

Neil Miller, Director of Public Works 
City of Manhattan Beach

PUBLIC HEARING 

November 21, 2005 
6:30 p.m. 

City Council Chamber 
1400 Highland Ave. 

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

BALLOTS MUST BE 
RETURNED TO  

City Clerk 
City of Manhattan Beach 
1400 Highland Avenue 

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

and
RECEIVED BY 

November 21, 2005,  
prior to the close of the Public 

Hearing

INFORMAL PUBLIC 
MEETING

Joslyn Community Center 
Auditorium 

1601 Valley Drive, 
 Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

Thursday, October 20, 2005 
6:30 – 9:00 pm 



October 6, 2005 

CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 
UNDERGROUND UTILITY ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 05-X

Assessor Parcel Number: 4175-000-000
Situs: 5708 MANHATTAN AVE 
MANHATTAN BEACH CA 90266-3837 

THOMAS C AND MARYANN KUNTZ  
508 WASHINGTON ST    
EL SEGUNDO CA 90245-4453                

This Assessment Ballot is for the use of the property owner of the 
parcel identified herein, which parcel is subject to the Proposed 
Underground Utility Assessment.  The ballot may be used to express 
either support for or opposition to the assessment.  In order to be 
counted, this ballot must be signed in the space provided below by an 
owner or, if the owner is a partnership or a corporation, by an 
authorized representative of the owner.  The ballot should then be 
placed in the enclosed envelope, sealed and must be delivered to the 
City Clerk, whether by mail or in person, as follows. 

Mail Delivery: If by mail, place the ballot in the mail with sufficient 
time to be received no later than November 21, 2005.  If your ballot is 
not received by this time, it will not be counted.   

Personal Delivery:  If in person, deliver to the City Clerk at any time 
up to the close of the Public Hearing on November 21, 2005, in the 
City Council Chamber, 1400 Highland Avenue, Manhattan Beach. 

For additional information regarding the Assessment, please see the 
enclosed legal notice and assessment information notice. 

THIS IS NOT A BILL 
Please cut along this line, place the ballot below in the enclosed 

envelope, seal the envelope and return to the City Clerk. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OFFICIAL PROPERTY OWNER BALLOT

Assessor’s Parcel Number:  4175-000-000  Ballot Reference #: xxxx
Owner Name:  THOMAS C AND MARYANN KUNTZ 
Situs Address:  5708 MANHATTAN AVE, MANHATTAN BEACH CA 90266-3837 

Proposed Maximum Assessment Amount:   $41,595.48

____ Yes, I SUPPORT the formation of the Underground 
Utility Assessment District No. 05-2 and the levying of 
the Proposed Underground Utility Assessment 

   ____  No, I am OPPOSED to the formation of the 
Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-2 

_________ __________________________________  _____________________________________  
     Date Printed Owner’s Name Owner’s Signature  

Mail or Hand Deliver To: City Clerk, 1400 Highland Ave., City of Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Proposed Total Underground 
Utility Assessment: 

$41,595.48

If you elect to have the Proposed 
Underground Utility Assessment 
identified above financed through 
the issuance of bonds and paid over 
20 years, there would be an 
additional increase to your annual 
property taxes.  The ESTIMATED 
annual installment for assessments 
not paid in cash is: $81.00 per 
$1000 of Assessment. 

If you elect to pay the Proposed 
Underground Utility Assessment 
identified above in full during the 
Cash Collection Period ending 
December 31, 2005, the 
ESTIMATED cash payment 
amount is: $xxxx.xx (representing 
a reduction of approximately 
$xxxx.xx from the Proposed 
Underground Utility Assessment). 



ASSESSMENT BALLOT PROCEEDURES 

Record property owners may submit the enclosed ballot to the City to express support or opposition to the proposed Underground 
Utility Assessment.  Record property owner generally means the owner of a parcel whose name and address appears on the last 
equalized secured property tax assessment roll.  Please follow the instructions below to complete and return your ballot. 

1. Register your vote on the enclosed assessment ballot in support of or in opposition to the Assessment by placing an “x” on 
the corresponding line. 

2. Sign and date your ballot. (Ballots received without a signature will not be counted.) If the record owner is a public entity, 
partnership, corporation, trust, or limited liability company, the ballot must be signed by an authorized representative. 

3. Place your ballot in an envelope and seal it (a return envelope has been provided for your use).  State law requires that the 
ballots remain unopened until the public hearing is closed at which time all ballots received will be opened and tallied. 

4. Mail or personally delivery your ballot to the City Clerk for the City of Manhattan Beach, 1400 Highland Ave, Manhattan 
Beach, CA 90266.  

5. Ballots must be received by the City Clerk of the City of Manhattan Beach prior to the close of the public hearing to be held 
on the Assessment at 6:30 p.m. on November 21, 2005, at the City of Manhattan Beach Council Chamber, 1400 Highland 
Avenue, Manhattan Beach. You may withdraw your ballot, and if you choose change your vote, at any time up to the close of 
the public hearing. To do so, contact the City Clerk.  Any ballots received after the close of the public hearing cannot legally
be counted. 

6. Following the close of the public hearing on the Assessment District, the Clerk will tabulate all of the ballots received. The 
ballots will be tabulated electronically. The ballots will be weighed according to the proportionate financial obligation of the
affected property with respect to paying the Assessment. (Simplified, this means 1 vote for each dollar of assessment.) If 
more than one record owner returns a ballot, each ballot shall be weighed in accordance with the proportional ownership 
interest as such interest appears on the last equalized assessment roll or from evidence submitted by property owners to the 
satisfaction of the City. 

7. The Assessment will be confirmed unless majority protest exists or the City Council decides, based on testimony received, 
not to confirm the Assessment. Majority protest exists if, upon the close of the public hearing, the value of the ballots 
submitted in opposition to the Assessment exceeds the value of the ballots submitted in favor of the Assessment. 

8. If a majority protest exists based upon the weighed assessment value of the ballots received by the City Clerk prior to 
the close of the public hearing, the Assessment will not be imposed. If the Assessment is not imposed, the Underground 
Utility improvements will not be constructed. 

9. Assuming the Assessments are levied as intended, property owners will be provided an opportunity to pay all or any part of 
such Assessments in cash, without interest, prior to the issuance of bonds. Following the termination of the Cash Collection 
Period, the City Council intends to provide for issuance of the improvement bonds in the amount of the unpaid assessments. 
The period of repayment for the bonds will establish the duration of annual installments on account of unpaid assessments. 
The duration of annual installments is presently estimated not to exceed 20 years or until the bonds issued to represent the 
unpaid assessments are fully paid, whichever occurs first. 

10. In the event the Assessment is approved, open-market construction bids for the Project will be solicited.  If the open market 
bids and associated costs are less than the approved Assessments, the Project will proceed.  However, if open market bids and 
associated costs are more than the approved Assessment, the City Council may elect to cancel the Project, in which case the 
Assessment will not be imposed. 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 
UNDERGROUND UTILITY ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 05-X 

RESOLUTION OF INTENTION AND REPORT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Manhattan Beach, California, did, on October 
4, 2005 adopt its Resolution of Intention (Resolution No. 5999), receive and file a Preliminary Engineer’s Report 
of the Assessment Engineer, and authorize a time and place for a public hearing to form a special assessment 
district designated as Underground Utility Assessment District No. 05-x (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Assessment District”).  The City Council has scheduled a public hearing to receive testimony either in favor of 
or in opposition to the proposed assessment. The public hearing will be held at: 

City Council Chamber 
1400 Highland Ave 

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

Monday, November 21, 2005 
6:30 pm 

The Assessment Engineer’s Preliminary Report, consisting of the plans, specifications, maps, descriptions, an 
estimate of the cost of the construction of the public improvements, a diagram, and the proposed assessments, has 
been prepared and preliminarily approved. For all particulars as to these proceedings and any individual 
assessment, reference is made to the Report as preliminarily approved and on file with the transcript of these 
proceedings in the office of the City Clerk, and will be made available for public inspection during normal 
business hours. The City Clerk’s office is located at: 

1400 Highland Avenue 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

DESCRIPTION OF IMPROVEMENTS PROPOSED TO BE CONSTRUCTED
The improvements proposed to be constructed and financed under these proceedings for this Assessment District 
generally consist of the conversion of existing overhead electrical and communication facilities to underground 
locations within the area generally described as “between north/south and east/west boundary locations. The 
proposed underground utility improvements will provide conversion to a more safe and reliable upgraded utility 
system and will improve neighborhood aesthetics.  However, the improvements covered by this assessment do 
not include connecting the undergrounded utilities from the public right-of-way to your home or structure.  You 
will be responsible for the costs of the work on your property.   

BOUNDARIES OF ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
All real property that specially benefit from the improvements are included within the exterior boundary lines 
shown on a map and are proposed to be assessed to pay the costs and expenses of the construction work and 
improvements described above. The map is entitled PROPOSED BOUNDARIES ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
NO. 05-x and was previously approved by the City Council and is on file with the City Engineer of the City. For 
all particulars as to the boundaries of the Assessment District, reference is hereby made to the boundary map. 



COST OF IMPROVEMENTS
The total cost of the improvements to be assessed to the property within the boundaries of the Assessment 
District, including incidentals, contingencies and financing costs is estimated to be: 

$xxx.xx

PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS
The amount of the assessments proposed to be chargeable to the entire Assessment District is equal to the Cost of 
the Improvements set forth in the preceding paragraph. The amount of the assessment proposed to be charged 
against the record owner or property that you own within the Assessment District is shown on the enclosed 
assessment ballot.  

The assessments are proposed to be levied to finance the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit 
conferred on each parcel assessed from the improvements proposed to be constructed.  The exact method and 
formula of spreading the assessment, which is based on (among other things) the zoning criteria and/or size of the 
property that you own and the benefits from the improved public safety and reliability of service and the 
neighborhood aesthetic view enhancement, is set forth in the Assessment Engineer’s Report for the Assessment 
District, a copy of which is on file with the Public Works Department of the City and available for inspection 
upon appointment with the Public Works Department of the City.  In the event the Assessment is approved, open-
market construction bids for the Project will be solicited.  If the open market bids and associated costs are less 
than the approved Assessments, the Project will proceed. However, if open market bids and associated costs are 
more than the approved Assessment, the City Council may elect to cancel the Project, in which case the 
Assessment will not be imposed.

The assessments may be paid in a lump sum or in installments on your property tax bill over a period presently 
estimated not to exceed 20 years or until the bonds issued to represent the unpaid assessments are fully paid, 
whichever occurs first.  Based on certain assumptions, the projected annual assessment installment is estimated to 
be approximately $81.00 per $1,000 of assessment.  THIS IS JUST AN ESTIMATE AND IT IS NOT A 
GUARANTEED OR MAXIMUM AMOUNT.   The assessment shown on your ballot is the maximum 
amount that can be assessed. The assessment may be reduced if the property owner decides to prepay the 
assessment prior to the bond sale. The assessment would be reduced by the bond issuance costs of 12% of the 
assessment amount. The Assessment in this District has only one component. The issuance of the bonds is for the 
District Formation Assessment to underground the utilities.    

PROCEEDINGS AND BONDS
The proceedings for the formation of the Assessment District and the levy of assessments are being undertaken 
pursuant to a Resolution of the City, the “Municipal Improvement Act of 1913” (Division 12 of the Streets and 
Highways Code of the State of California), Article XIIID of the Constitution of the State of California, and the 
Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act.  If the City Council approves the formation of the Assessment 
District and the levy of assessments, a minimum thirty (30) day cash collection period will immediately follow 
and end on December 30, 2005.  During the cash collection period, assessments may be paid in full or in part. 
Thereafter, bonds will be issued to represent all unpaid Total Underground Utility Assessments.  The bonds will 
be issued in accordance with the “Improvement Bond Act of 1915” (Division 10 of said Code) and the interest 
rate on the bonds shall be determined at the time of their sale.  Assessments represented by bonds will be 
collected in annual installments over time in an amount sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds.  
The assessment will not be imposed and the bonds will not be issued if the ballots submitted in opposition to the 
assessment exceed the ballots submitted in favor of the assessment, with ballots weighted according to the 
proportional financial obligation of the affected property. 

In the event your name is set forth incorrectly on any enclosed ballot or in the event you are no longer the owner 
or authorized representative of the owner of the parcel represented by the enclosed ballot, please notify the 
Manhattan Beach City Clerk at (310) 802-5056 as soon as possible.   






















































































































































































































































