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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

  
TO:  Parking and Public Improvements Commission 
 
FROM: Erik Zandvliet, T.E., City Traffic Engineer 
 
DATE: October 27, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Valley Drive Neighborhood Traffic Management Study  
  Initial Findings 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 
On November 19, 2002, the City Council approved the City-Wide Neighborhood Traffic 
Management Program (NTMP). This Program established a set of procedures to evaluate 
neighborhoods in an effort to improve livability of neighborhood streets.  The NTMP created a 
consistent way for the City to evaluate traffic requests, so that a comprehensive plan can be 
implemented that will minimize adverse impacts both before and after implementation of traffic 
calming measures.  Since 2003, NTMP’s have been completed in the northeast, southeast and El 
Porto sections of the City, as well as all school area neighborhoods.    
 
The NTMP Program has been followed in developing public outreach and process to address 
traffic concerns in the neighborhood bounded by Valley Drive to the east, 1st Street to the south, 
Crest Drive to the west, and 7th Street to the north.  This report provides some background and 
summarizes the current traffic conditions within the neighborhood.  The meeting is intended to 
be a public forum to solicit traffic related concerns and comments.  No recommendations will be 
made at this meeting.  The findings and public comments will be used to help develop potential 
traffic measures to be discussed at a future PPIC meeting and subsequently forwarded to the City 
Council for their approval. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In January 2015, the City received a petition from residents along 6th Place between Crest Drive 
and Valley Drive to reduce traffic volumes and speeds on 6th Place.  The petition is signed by 41 
residents, representing 35 of the 46 properties along 6th Place.  This represents 76 percent of the 
homes with a frontage on 6th Place.  Six of the signers do not live directly adjacent to 6th Place.  
The residents are concerned that 6th Place carries an undue volume of traffic in comparison to 
other parallel streets, and vehicle speeds are too high for the alley conditions.  (Attachment 2) 
 
In March 2015, the City received a petition from residents along 4th Street between Ingleside 
Drive and Valley Drive to convert 4th Street to a one way eastbound street.  The petition is 
signed by 26 residents, representing 25 of the 26 properties along 6th Place.  This represents 96 
percent of the homes with a frontage on 6th Place.  Those residents are concerned about the 
narrow street and blind corners that make it difficult to drive on 4th Street.   (Attachment 3) 
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In April 2016, the City received a second petition from residents along 4th Street between 
Ingleside Drive and Valley Drive to convert 4th Street to a walkstreet.  The petition is signed by 
22 residents, representing 22 of the 26 properties along 6th Place.  This represents 84 percent of 
the homes with a frontage on 6th Place.  The residents have the same concerns about the narrow 
street and blind corners that make it difficult to drive on 4th Street, and feel that a walkstreet 
would be an appropriate solution to improve vehicle and pedestrian safety, similar to nearby 
walkstreets.   (Attachment 4) 
 
The NTMP area is located in the northwest quadrant of the city, just south of Downtown 
Manhattan Beach.  The boundaries for this study are Valley Drive, 1st Street, Crest Drive and 7th 
Street.  There are 359 residential properties within this neighborhood with 367 residences.  
Primary access for the neighborhood is via Valley Drive, Ardmore Avenue, and 1st Street/2nd 
Street.  Vehicle access to the east is limited to Veterans Parkway crossings at 1st Street and 6th 
Place.  5th Street, 6th Street and 7th Street are walkstreets between Crest Drive and Valley Drive.  
4th Street is a walkstreet between Crest Drive and Ingleside Drive.  The “Place” streets are 
constructed as 20-feet wide alleys.  Ingleside Drive is a one-way northbound street.  6th Place is 
stopped in the eastbound and westbound directions at Ingleside Drive.  Ingleside Drive ends at 
the 7th Street walkstreet.  Robinson Elementary School is located south of the study area on 
Morningside Drive.   
 
There are approximately 251 public street parking spaces located in the study area, as follows:  

26 spaces on Valley Drive;  
45 spaces on Ingleside Drive;  
21 spaces on the north half of 1st Street; 
60 spaces on 2nd Streets;  
79 spaces on 3rd Street; and   
20 spaces on 4th Street.   

 
A review of the collision history within the neighborhood was conducted for the period between 
January 1, 2008 and December 31, 2014.  The review reveals that there are no locations with 
elevated collision rates or pedestrian collisions within the study area during this time period.    
 
Traffic volume and speed counts were conducted during two separate periods: February 16-17, 
20-21, 2016 and September 2016.  Traffic counts were taken on typical weekdays.  It should be 
noted that the February 2016 counts were taken when public schools were not in session, which 
generally represents the lowest volume period of the year.  Conversely, the September counts 
were taken during a late summer week when school was in session, which represents one of the 
highest peak volumes of the year. The daily traffic counts and average speed samples are 
summarized in Attachments 5 and 6.  In addition, turning movement counts were conducted 
during both periods at the intersection of Valley Drive and 6th Place to determine the distribution 
of traffic entering and leaving the neighborhood via 6th Place at this intersection.   
 
A speed survey was conducted on 6th Place between Crest Drive and Ingleside Drive during both 
study periods.  The average overall speed is 14 mph, and the prevailing speed (85th percentile) is 
21 mph.  These are typical and expected speeds in an alley such as 6th Place.  It was found that 
approximately four (4) percent of traffic traveled in excess of 25 mph, which is too fast for this 
segment.   
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The residences in the study area generate approximately 3,670 daily trips (10 trips per residence) 
pursuant to the Trip Generation Manual, published by the Institute of Transportation Engineers.  
These trips are not distributed evenly because of the existing street network.  Due to the one-way 
traffic restrictions on Ingleside Drive and Valley Drive as well as existing walkstreets, traffic 
volumes on certain streets are higher than surrounding streets.  In particular, 6th Place has a 
higher than expected volume because it is one of the few streets that cross Veterans Parkway to 
Ardmore Avenue. Approximately half of the traffic on 6th Street travels to/from Ardmore 
Avenue.  2nd Street and Morningside Drive have higher volumes to serve the block of homes 
bounded by Crest Drive, 3rd Street, Ingleside Drive, and 1st Street.  School and summer related 
traffic increases the overall daily volume in the study area by about three (3) percent.   
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
By way of mailed notices, the residents and affected parties within and surrounding the study 
area have been invited to the PPIC meeting.  Public notices have been posted in three public 
locations and posted online on the City’s website, www.citymb.info.    
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Commission conduct a public hearing and discuss the existing 
conditions in the study area.  Staff will return to the Commission at a later date with potential 
traffic measures for further discussion based on the comments and feedback received at this 
meeting.  
 
 
Exhibits: 1. Study Area Map 

2. 6th Place Traffic Petition  
3. 4th Street One-Way Petition 
4. 4th Street Walkstreet Petition 
5. February Traffic Counts and Speeds 
6. September Traffic Counts and Speeds 
7. Public Correspondence 
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Exhibit 1 

Valley Drive – 1st Street to 7th Street 
Neighborhood Study Area 

City of Manhattan Beach 
Community Development 
Traffic Engineering Division 

4th Street Petition Area 
Walkstreet or One-Way.

6th Place Petition Area 
Traffic Calming 

Study Area 
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Exhibit 5 

Valley Drive – 1st Street to 7th Street Neighborhood 
February 2016 Traffic Counts  

City of Manhattan Beach 
Community Development 
Traffic Engineering Division 
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Exhibit 6 

Valley Drive – 1st Street to 7th Street Neighborhood 
September 2016 Traffic Counts  

City of Manhattan Beach 
Community Development 
Traffic Engineering Division 
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