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STRICTLY PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Benefits of Underground 
District 4
Presentation to Manhattan Beach City Council

June 6, 2017

City Council Meeting, June 6, 2017
Public Comment, Agenda Item No. 15

Comment from Nick Tell



STRICTLY PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

• Six Underground Districts were completed (1,2,3,5,6,85)

• Five Underground Districts were dissolved (4,8,9, 10,13)

• Three Underground Districts have been pending for the past ten years 

(12,14,15)

• City Council is considering whether to proceed with undergrounding and, 

if so, what rules to apply

• Staff has presented a Staff Report focused initially on the pending 

Districts, 12,14 and 15

• Certain Residents of Underground District 15 request that City Council 

include in their discussion the benefits of proceeding to a vote on 

Underground District 4 in lieu of Underground District 15

History of Underground Districts
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Completed, Pending and Dissolved Districts
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District 4 

• District 4 encompassed 167 homes and was consistent with Council 

direction to provide a comprehensive solution to undergrounding in a 

large area of homes

• City of Manhattan Beach spent approximately $125,000 to complete 

construction plans for SCE, Verizon and Time Warner

• Residents of District 4 voted in April 2005 and technically approved 

undergrounding, 50.1% to 49.99%, based on weighted assessments 

• City Council was deadlocked, 2 Council members “for” and 2 Council 

members “against” primarily because 76 homes voted “no”, compared 

to 69 homes voting “yes”. One Council member abstained because of a 

conflict of interest

• Because Council was deadlocked, District 4 was dissolved

District 15

• District 15 was created as a subset of District 4, with only 74 homes in 

District 15

• District 15 proponents gerrymandered the District boundaries to create a 

patchwork district, focusing only on the “yes” votes in District 4

• Accordingly, District 15 does not provide a comprehensive solution to 

the homes in the District; about 45% of the homes in District 15 will 

continue to have above ground poles in their views 

• Recent survey in District 15 was flawed; it failed to disclose that poles 

will remain in views 

History of Underground District 4 and District 15
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1.Comprehensive solution for a large area of homes 

• District 4 includes almost 2X as many homes, which is consistent 

with other completed districts

• 100% of the homes in District 4 will have poles removed from their 

views

2. Costs are lower

• Like District 12, less than $50,000 is required to be spent to proceed 

to a vote on District 4

• District 15 will require more than $100,000 to be spent to complete 

plans and at least 6 months of additional delays to complete  

• As a larger area, staff expects that the per house cost for 

undergrounding will be lower in District 4 compared to District 15

• The City of Manhattan Beach will recover more money by 

proceeding with District 4 

3. District 4 is likely to approve undergrounding today 

• Approximately 40% of the homes that voted “no” in 2005 have been 

sold

• Approximately 22 homes did not vote in April 2005

• Combining those numbers with the 69 “yes” votes, 119 homes are 

likely “yes” votes for undergrounding today in District 4 or over 

70% of the homes in District 4 (well in excess of the threshold of 

approval for completed districts)

The Benefits of Proceeding with District 4 
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As residents in District 15, we request Council to provide direction to staff 

to work with residents to assess District 4 

As discussed:

• District 15 does not provide a comprehensive solution to

undergrounding to a large area of homes

• Even worse, District 15 imposes the cost of undergrounding on

approximately 40% of the homes in the District without eliminating

utility poles from their views

• District 15 is more expensive

• District 4 is likely to approve undergrounding, both in terms of

weighted assessment and majority of homes.

• District 4 provides a comprehensive solution to utility poles for

100% of the homes in the District

• District 4 is the best answer. We ask Council for six weeks to

confirm that the support is there. Lets work together and build on

the efforts of District 15 to provide a more comprehensive solution.

Conclusion










