
 

 

 
CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING 
 

February 11, 2019 
City Hall 

City Council Chambers 
1400 Highland Ave. 

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
6:00 PM 

 

A G E N D A 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

C. ROLL CALL 
 Commissioner Windes 

Commissioner Elasowich 
Commissioner Schreiner 
Commissioner Jones 
Commissioner Bond 
Commissioner Owen  

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
January 14, 2019 

E. CEREMONIAL 

F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (3-Minute Limit)  
 The public may address the Commission regarding City business not on the   
 agenda. 

Librarian’s Report – Library Manager, Maria Manigbas will discuss library 
programs, activities and updates. 

G. GENERAL BUSINESS 
19/0211.1  Discussion of LA County Library Report from 2017-18 Fiscal Year and 
Surplus Recommendations Discussion 

Discussion of Library Commission Workplan items 

H. STAFF ITEMS  

I. COMMISSION ITEMS 

J. ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

MINUTES OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 
 

January 14, 2019 
6:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
CONTENTS 

  
   

A. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. 

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

C. ROLL CALL 

Present: Commissioners Elasowich, Schreiner, Windes, Jones, Bond, Owen 

Absent:  None  
 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Windes moved to approve the December 10, 2018 minutes as written.  
Commissioner Schreiner seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

Ayes: Commissioners Elasowich, Windes, Jones, Bond, Owen 
Nayes: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: None 

E. CEREMONIAL 

Chairperson Elasowich welcomed new Commissioner Bond. 

F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Chair Elasowich opened the floor to audience participation. 

Community Library Manager, Maria Manigbas gave some program updates including: 
Skye Patrick named librarian of the year from the Library Journal for her role in breaking 
down barriers, increasing access and embracing technology and marketing in the library. 

Michael Mackavoy, Children’s Librarian, continues to serve in charge of the Lomita 
Library. 

  
The January 16, LA County Library Commission meeting will be held at the Manhattan 
Beach library from 10:00-12:00. The meeting is open to the public. 

Michael McCarty of International Folk Tales will be storytelling on January 19. 

January 17, Teddy Bear Storytime – after the story time, kids will be invited to leave their 
stuffed animals for a sleepover at the library. Photos of the stuffed animal sleepover 
activities will then be shared on the website. 
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Every Thursday, January through March at 11:00 a.m., there will be an adult coloring 
project. 
 

Ms. Manigbas offered possible dates for staff appreciation: There is availability in the 
meeting room on February 12, 19, 20, 26 from 2:00-3:00 p.m.; March 12 and 19 and April 
2, 9 and 23 are also available. 

Commissioner Windes reported that she and Commissioner Schreiner have spoken with 
Claire regarding Blind Date with a Book on Valentine’s Day at 3:30. The goal is to have at 
least 50 books available. She is hoping that Friends of the Library will have some books to 
donate to the project. 

The floor was closed to public comment. 

 

G. GENERAL BUSINESS 

Discussion of Commission work plan items: 

Commissioner Jones updated Commissioner Bond on the purpose of the commission 
work plan before delving into the prioritization. 
 
Library Staff Meet & Greet (Priority 1) – the date was set for April 23, 2019. It is a one 
hour activity to meet the library staff and increase visibility between the employees and 
the commission. The food will be ordered by Manager Kelso. Commissioner Windes 
suggested forming a decorating sub-committee. Commissioner Owen will design the 
invitation flyer with Commissioner Elasowich and distribute by April 1, 2019. 
Commissioner Elasowich will invite the school librarians. The City Council members 
will also be invited. Commissioners Windes and Schreiner will handle the decorations. 
Raffle prizes will include gift cards and an autographed Chris Erskine book, provided by 
Commissioner Jones. Commissioners Windes and Schreiner will bring books for prizes 
as well. The format of the event will be a friendly gathering. There will be a hand out 
including the Library Commission’s mission along with contact details.  

East Manhattan Beach Alternate Library – Dr. Matthews has not been able to host a 
meeting with the County Library Manager to discuss the use of Mira Costa as an alternate 
library, because the Mira Costa library is still closed due to asbestos.  

Bookmobile – Commissioner Elasowich noted that there is limited shared access to the 
Bookmobile throughout the County. As this is an alternative option for East Manhattan 
Beach library access, the need for this cannot be determined until Dr. Matthews is able to 
meet with the County. In the event the Bookmobile is considered, the City Council would 
need to be the ones to request. Lowest priority 

Library Lunch Club (Priority 3) – Commissioner Windes was disappointed that Chris 
Erskine will be at {Pages} so now will not be a candidate for Library Lunch Club. 
Commissioner Windes likes the idea of hosting a journalist. She knows a woman who has 
just written a book about living in Africa and would like to have something more 
relatable to women. Commissioner Jones stated that this might be a floating project that 
can happen when an appropriate author is found. Lower priority 
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Books & Cooks Open House (Priority 2) – This event will involve food trucks with 
activities at the library. Patrons could pick up a coupon for the food trucks inside the 
library and there could be entertainment. Manager Kelso commented that the costs 
associated with this event will require City Council approval. Commissioner Windes 
recommended an acoustic singer who had performed at a Late Night at the Library event. 
Commissioner Jones also mentioned a singer that was recognized by the Cultural Arts 
Commission a couple of years ago. Manager Kelso will also provide the name of one the 
department’s talented singers.  Commissioner Windes added that the Friends of the 
Library had also sponsored some singers who were great. Commissioner Jones will reach 
out to Friends of the Library to see if they would be interested in partnering in the event. 
Linda Robb will provide food truck regulations to the commissioners. Commissioners 
Jones and Bond will serve on a sub-committee to get started designing the event. The 
tentative goal is to have the event in September. Manager Kelso recommended getting 
this to City Council for review in May or June.  

MB Writer Awards – Commissioner Windes stated that she would like to consider this if 
the approval for Books & Cooks does not come through.  

Book Vending Machines – on the back burner until the school library issue is decided. 

H. STAFF ITEMS -   
Manager Kelso reported that the Library Surplus item will continue to get moved until 
the City Council can meet with the County and school district. She will keep the 
commission updated and may need to bring the staff report back for review. 

I. COMMISSION ITEMS 
Commissioner Bond introduced herself. She has a son who is a senior at Mira Costa and a 
daughter in college. She has always volunteered and since she won’t be volunteering at 
school anymore, she was looking for her next thing. She loves to read and was helping 
{Pages} with their co-op program and events.  

J. ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Windes moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Bond seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed.  

Ayes: Commissioners Elasowich, Windes, Schreiner, Jones, Owen 
Nayes: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: None 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 PM. 



TO: 
Library Commission 
 
FROM: 
Mark Leyman, Parks and Recreation Director 
Eve Kelso, Recreation Services Manager 
  
SUBJECT: 
Discuss and Make Recommendations to City Council on the Los Angeles County 
Operating Statement for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 and Manhattan Beach Library Report   
Regarding the Use of County Library Surplus Funds 
_________________________________________________________ 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Discuss and make recommendations to City Council on the Los Angeles County 
operating statement for fiscal year 2017-2018 and Manhattan Beach library report 
regarding the use of County Library surplus funds. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:  
No fiscal implications associated with the recommended action. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
The Los Angeles County Library Administration provides a financial report and summary 
of activities from the prior fiscal year on an annual basis. Library staff met with City staff 
on January 30, 2019 and library staff presented reports from the 2017-2018 fiscal year, 
which included recommendations for the use of surplus funds. 
 
The Library Commission discussed the prior years County Library Report and came up 
with priority items to recommend to City Council. These items have not yet been 
presented to City Council. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
At this time, City Council has agendized the subject of  Library Commission 
recommendations regarding the use of Manhattan Beach County Library surplus funds 
for March 6, 2019.  Even though the Library Commission came up with three priority 
items as recommendations last year, these were not yet presented to City Council. The 
Library Commission now has the opportunity to update their priority items based on 
current county library data. Here were the three recommendations from last year. 
 

1. Increasing the hours of the Adult Services Librarian to full-time status, primarily to 
better recruit and retain qualified personnel, which will enhance opportunities for 
adults in Manhattan Beach 

o Since its opening, the part-time Adult Services Librarian position has been 
difficult to fill, with ongoing staff turn-over.  A full-time position would 
provide continuity and assist with high volume of community programs and 
events. 

 



2. Family Place Certification would make the library an official Family Place Library, 
with twice yearly, 5-week workshops, focusing on early childhood information, 
parent education, emergent literacy, socialization and family support. 

o The Library Commission believes strongly in this program and has brought 
up the recommendation of having “Family Place” in previous meetings.  
The certification of this program will assist pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten age children in Manhattan Beach Unified School District in 
early childhood development. 

 
3. Additional window cleaning, which will improve the view and overall clean 

appearance of the library 
o The Library Commission supports the evaluation of window cleaning 

services to determine if the current schedule is sufficient and if additional 
funding is needed to support additional cleanings.  Further, staff has 
received concerns about the “film” on the glass and whether it can be 
removed or replaced to improve visibility. 

 
Since the County has presented new library statistics and data, the Library Commission 
should discuss and make recommendations for City Council after reviewing the current 
report.  
 
In addition to the recommendations above, the LA County Library and the Manhattan 
Beach Unified School District are meeting to explore a proposed hybrid school/public 
library location at Mira Costa High School.  This item may be presented to the 
Commission at a future meeting, if an agreement is established to provide service.  
Further, the Commission may be asked to make recommendations on future projects 
such as the Digital History Bookmobile. 
 
 
Attachment: 

1. LA County Library Operating Statement Fiscal Year 2017-2018 
2. Manhattan Beach Library 





































2019 MB Library Commission Work Plan
As of 02/11/19
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A B C D E F G H
Project Name Project 

Description
# 
Potential 
Participan

Budget 
(Est.)

Tentative 
or Actual 
Date

Project Status Commissione
r(s) 
Responsible

Action Items

East MB 
Alternate 
Library

Establish adjunct 
facility

1000             TBDMay, 2020 Preliminary 
research 
underway

Schreiner, 
Windes Dr. Matthews to meet with Mgr of Cty Lib. 

once AQMD completes work.  Bookmobile 
as possibility to explore for few days/wk.

Library Staff 
Meet & 
Greet  Host a one‐hour get‐

together to allow 
commissioners, 
library staff & 
school librarians to 
get acquainted & 
hear suggestions 
for improving the 
library

30 $200 March, 2019April 23, 2‐3pm Elasowich, 
Owen Head Lib. To reserve room. Kelso to order 

Corner Bakery sandwiches, salads. Owen to 
design & distribute invitations for Lib. staff, 
school librarians & CC by 04/01. 
Decorations by Schreiner & Windes. 
Elasowich to contact school librarians & 
City Council. Handout by Kelso with 
purpose of commission & contact info of 
commissioners. All commissioners try to 
round up raffle items.

Library Lunch 
Club

Target MB business 
people to attend 
talk by local author 
over lunch at 
library

20 $500 (if 
lunch 
donated)

TBA TBA Schreiner, 
Windes

Memoir of Africa book to be explored.

MB Writer 
Awards Honor notable local 

writers (authors, 
journalists, 
bloggers, etc.) of 
various ages

                      
150 
(includes 
families/su
p‐porters)

$200/yr. 
for award 
plaques, 
etc.

April, 2019 Determine how 
recipients will be 
chosen

Jones, Bond Put on HOLD.



2019 MB Library Commission Work Plan
As of 02/11/19
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A B C D E F G H
Books & 
Cooks Open 
House

To increase traffic 
at library, hold 
open house on a 
weekend with 
library activites, 
enterainment on 
outdoor stage & 
food trucks for 
lunch

200 $500 Sept., 2019‐
Confirmed 
for 
September, 
date TBD

TBA Jones, Bond  Robb to research food vendor rules. Jones 
to research muscians & magicians.  Jones to 
ask Friends of Library about funding. Kelso 
to give CC budget by 05/01.  

Book 
Vending 
Machine(s)

Place vending 
machine(s) 
containing 
hundreds of boks in 
various locations 
for easy access to 
books when library 
unavailable or 
difficult to reach

500 $20,000 
(could be 
Leader‐
ship MB 
project 
idea)

May, 2020 Research Contra 
Costa Library's 
vending 
machine 
initiatives

Bond Research if East MB Library options do not 
materialize.
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