
 

 

We all know the librarian stereotype: doughty, fussy, and dedicated to shushing us 
all.  Of course, it’s not true – but it is enduring. 

In 1907, Charles Lummis, the Los Angeles City Librarian at the 
time, was a robust character who could not “Shush” himself, let 
alone others. He set out to break that stereotype by creating a 
subgroup in the American Library Association,  “The Bibliosmiles.” 
It was an organization for librarians made up of librarians he said, 
“who are nevertheless human.” Fun, beginning to end. 

Throughout history, many librarians -- like Lummis himself, for 
example -- have been fascinating, engaging, innovative, and  
important people.  And, conversely, people whose names you 
know but might never associate with libraries actually were librari-

ans at one time in their lives.  Did you know that the great lover Casanova was a librarian?  Or that Christopher 
Columbus’s son, Hernando, created a massive library?  Or that long before becoming head of the FBI, J. Edgar 
Hoover worked as a cataloger for the Library of Congress?  

On Friday, April 12, Gary Hartzell will introduce us to some very interesting characters from Los Angeles  
and around the world, who might just change your conception of what kinds of people go into librarianship.   

We will also have the wonderful opportunity to meet and speak with Maria Manigbas,  
our own Manhattan Beach Library Manager. She will not only tell us about rich current and 
upcoming events and programs at our library, but also about the recognition honor  
bestowed on the LA County Public Library System by the Federal Institute of  
Museum and Library Services. 

 BIBLIOSMILES 
OUR PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM – AND SOME  

SURPRISING LIBRARIANS  

 

When: Friday, April 12, 2019 
Time: 10:00am–Noon  

Cost: FREE 

Where: Joslyn Community Center  
1601 N. Valley Drive . MB 

No reservations necessary 
Questions please call: (310) 802-5430 

Because of limited parking at Joslyn we encourage everyone to use alternate transportation or Call Dial-A-Ride at (310)545-3500 

Manhattan Beach OAP Educational SeriesI 

Dr. Gary Hartzell is one of our  
popular local historians. Those of 

you who attended any of his  
lectures know that he is an  

outstanding presenter. Gary is a 
retired University of Nebraska 

professor, former history teacher 
and principal at Mira Costa High 

School, and longtime resident  
of Manhattan Beach. 

For more information call (310) 802-5430. To see  
more events, classes or trips, go to www.citymb.info  
and in the search box type in, Older Adults Program. 

Charles Lummis  


