
Note:  Violations of the requirements of Section 10.52.120 of the MBMC are punishable as a misdemeanor or infraction and a stop work 
order may be issued on construction work that violates these Code requirements. Additionally, violations of the Tree Preservation 
requirements may result in Administrative fines up to the cost of an equal size replacement tree or the appraised value of the tree, 
whichever is higher. Fines are placed in a Tree Canopy Restoration Fund to plant new trees throughout the City. 

 
 

Additional information required for Tree Removal/Replacement: 
 
2. An arborist’s letter stating the survival possibilities for the tree(s) if they are not removed is not required 

but may be useful.  If pruning, thinning, deep watering, pesticide or other treatment, feeding, removal 
alternatives, or other recommendations are provided by an arborist, include this information. 
Information on certified arborists is available from the International Society of Arboriculture at 
www.isa-arbor.com . 

3. If the Public Works or Planning Department has directed the removal of the tree(s) provide this 
information. 

4. Acknowledgement Form signed by neighbors, for at least 200 feet on each side of the subject property 
on both sides of the street, acknowledging that they are aware of the proposed removal of the tree(s).  
An Acknowledgement form may not be required if the tree(s) is required to be removed by Public 
Works; check with the Urban Forester for a determination in these circumstances.  The City may require 
the applicant send notices to neighbors if signatures are not received. (Attached) 

Information required for both Tree Removal/Replacement and Tree Protection/Relocation: 
The following are generally needed in order to obtain a Tree Permit. Where there is no associated construction proposed, less detail may 

be provided. 

1. Provide a Tree Plot Plan (scaled 1/8 inch = 1 foot, minimally) showing the following.  A survey will 
be required for demolition or development projects (see Survey Requirements handout): 

(a) Property line, sidewalk, curb, parkway, parkway trees and street locations. 

(b) Footprint (farthest extent of the exterior walls of the building) of all existing and proposed 
buildings and/or additions to buildings on the property.  Indicate if plans for a new building or 
addition are in plan check with the Building Division. 

(c) Location and height of all existing and proposed fences, walls, walkways, patios, structures, 
septic tanks, underground utilities or improvements in the front and streetside yards.  

(d) Location of all tree(s) within the front and streetside yards, in the adjacent public right-of-way 
and on adjacent properties within 10 feet of the subject property adjacent to the front and 
streetside yards.   

(e) Location (actual trunk location and diameter shown to scale), size (trunk diameter at 4’-6” 
above the ground, add up all the trunks for multi-trunk trees), and species (botanical and 
common name), for all trees. 

(f) Location of drip line for each tree, which is the farthest extent of the canopy of the leaves of 
the tree. 

(g) Designation of tree(s) to be protected/relocated, and removed and/or replaced.    

(h) Proposed location, size, and type of replacement tree(s). Generally a minimum 36” size box 
tree and 1 new tree for each tree removed is required. Size, location and species of replacement 
trees subject to Planning approval. 

5. Provide photos of all tree(s) in the front and streetside yards. Provide close up views as well as overall 
views of the tree(s) on the subject property, in the adjacent public right-of-way and on adjacent 
properties within 10 feet of the subject property adjacent to the front and streetside yards.   

6. A bond, cash deposit or other financial security may be required as determined by the Urban Forester 
to ensure required replacement trees are planted and/or that existing trees are properly protected. 



PUBLIC WORKS 
3621 BELL AVENUE

                310-802-5305  
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