
MAY 1, 2023

OUTDOOR DINING 
TASK FORCE MEETING 
OCTOBER 24, 2023



• Roll Call

• Approval of Minutes

• Community Outreach Overview 

• Public Comments

• Task Force Discussions

CITY OF
MANHATTAN BEACH

AGENDA
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o Attended by approx. 62 people
o Format 

• Presentation: Program overview
• Discussion: Defining outdoor dining
• Open House:

Placemaking

Outdoor Dining 
Features

DT and NE Opportunities/Challenge

Parking Analysis

Residential 
Community Input
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• Traffic/Parking
o Concerns that it may get worse with outdoor dining

o Suggestions to encourage alternative modes of transit

o Particular interest in pedestrian/bike-friendly  

environment and shuttle service

• Trash/Noise
o Better trash management and upkeep

o Limiting hours of operation

EMERGING THEMES
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• Walk Street Commercial Corners
oSupportive of outdoor dining and beyond for non-diners

oBe cognizant of impacts to adjacent residences

• Desirable Features

Shade (trees and structures), ocean view preservation, 

barriers to traffic, bike facilities, public seating/parklets

• Community
Building a better community with outdoor dining

EMERGING THEMES



CITY OF
MANHATTAN BEACH

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

6



CITY OF
MANHATTAN BEACH

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

7

What does outdoor dining mean to you?
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What does outdoor dining mean to you?
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SEATING PUBLIC ART LANDSCAPING STREET TREES

WAYFINDING PARKLET BIKE FACILITIES OTHERS

Placemaking
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Others: Lighting, pedestrian zones, sidewalk widening
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Outdoor Dining Features

BARRIERS SHADE STANDARDIZED
FURNISHINGS

OCEAN VIEWS MATERIALS MAINTENANCE

STANDARDIZED
DESIGN

OTHERS
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Others: Limit size/hours, dog-friendly, off public property, 
rooftop dining, heaters, equitable allocation 

102 97 93 88

60 59
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Downtown Opportunities/Challenges
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o Outdoor dining: 
• Dining decks preferred over sidewalk dining 
• Welcomed all forms of outdoor dining

o Bicycle parking: Mainly along MBB
o Pick-up/drop-off locations: Near existing lots
o Public seating: Street corners and near Strand
o Other: 

• Close off MBB for pedestrians only
• Add more restaurants and variety of shops
• Broaden the program
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o Narrow sidewalks: Ensure path of travel
o Noise: From operations and vehicle loading 
o Traffic/Loading: 

• Traffic impacts near Manhattan Ave.
• Enforce loading zones/time

o Trash: Overflow and attracts rodents
o Parking: Provide alternative modes of transit
o Others: 

• Too many operations; mass dining take-over
• Consider small businesses and non-restaurants 
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North End Opportunities/Challenges
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Opportunities
o Outdoor dining: Roof top dining
o Bicycle parking: Encourage trips to North End
o Pick-up/drop-off locations: Near Lot 4
o Public seating: Commercial corners

Challenges
o Traffic/Loading: No elimination of existing lanes
o Narrow sidewalk: Made worse w/ outdoor dining
o Parking: Consider underground parking at Lot 4
o Noise: Set evening time limit 
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WALK STREET COMMERCIAL CORNERS

Yes
No

Downtown

North End

90%

82.5%

• Limit outdoor operation time 
and size

• Provide bike parking or 
dedicated rideshare drop-
off/pick-up locations

• Consider impacts to 
residential character in light of 
noise, trash, congestion, and 
parking issues 
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
Parking Analysis
o Challenges

• Generally limited, esp. summer months
• More dining means more demand and traffic
• Impacts to non-restaurants and employees
• Distance; unsafe to vulnerable groups at night

o Solutions/Strategies 
• Build more parking, increase rates
• Bike, shuttle, rideshare, etc
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
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1. Define outdoor dining

2. Additional outreach for Walk Streets

3. Elements for standardized design

4. Noise and operating hours/live entertainment

5. Trash and occupancy increase

6. ‘Good standing/neighbor’ regulations

TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS



PUBLIC COMMENTS
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Define outdoor dining

TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Example: Downtown Specific Plan
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TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Additional outreach for Walk Streets 
• Should walk street outdoor dining be limited to 

Eating/Drinking Establishments only?

Type Downtown North End Total
Eating/
Drinking*

4 
(One is existing) 2 6

Retail 4 4
Others 3 2 5
TOTAL 11 4 15
* Uncle Bill’s, Slay Italian, Arthur J, Uncorked, Café Wild, North End Caffe
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TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Additional outreach for Walk Streets 
Mitigation measures discussed by Task Force:
o Sound attenuation system (e.g., clear barrier) or a 

certain setback from the shared property line
o Earlier closing time (e.g., 9pm)

1. What would be the appropriate setback?
2. Require either a sound attenuation system or 

setbacks from property line; or both?
3. Any other measures to consider?
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TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Additional outreach for Walk Streets 

Uncle 
Bill’s

16 ft x 30 ft
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TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Additional outreach for Walk Streets 

Slay Italian

Uncorked

21 ft x 58 ft

19 ft x 62 ft
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TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Additional outreach for Walk Streets 

Arthur J

18 ft x 61 ft
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TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Additional outreach for Walk Streets 
Café Wild

North End 
Caffe

13 ft x 31 ft

12 ft x 31 ft



34

walk street (Length: Approx. 30-60 ft) sidewalk

cut

fill

retaining wall + railing

residence

??
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TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS

Additional outreach for Walk Streets 
Mitigation measures discussed by Task Force:
o Sound attenuation system (e.g., clear barrier) or a 

certain setback from the shared property line
o Earlier closing time (e.g., 9pm)

1. What would be the appropriate setback?
2. Require either a sound attenuation system or 

setbacks from property line; or both?
3. Any other measures to consider?
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What elements should be included in the 
standardized design?
• Barriers
• Materials
• Landscaping palette
• Color palette
• Signage
• Roof element/shade structures vs. ocean views
• Others

TASK FORCE DISCUSSIONS



NEXT MEETING

CITY OF
MANHATTAN BEACH

Tuesday, December 12 (1-3 PM)

o Police/Fire Facility Conference Room
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