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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2024

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Thank you. Hi. Good evening.
Welcome to the City Council regular meeting for March 5, 2024.
COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Closed Session, your honor.
CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Mayor, I have an announcement
from the closed session this afternoon. So earlier this
afternoon, the City Council went into closed session to discuss
five separate items identified on the agenda. They gave
direction with respect to four of the five on the fifth item.
It's the Chill the Build lawsuit at the, it's a housing project
at the veranda's site. The Chill the Build dismissed their
lawsuit with prejudice. The court documents are public records
and available to the public and there'll be a press release to
follow. So that's the only announcement on Chill the Build, and
that's the entire announcement for the closed session.
COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Mr. City Attorney, I think I
should make an announcement with regard to my recusal from one
of the items. In the Thompson versus City of Manhattan Beach
matter, I recused myself not because I have a financial interest

in the litigation, but because the plaintiff has been assisting
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me with a matter related to the city at no cost, but I just felt
it was appropriate to recuse myself. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great.

CITY ATTORNEY: At this time, it'd be appropriate to
adjourn the closed session, 5 o'clock session.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. So the closed session is
adjourned, and now we welcome you to the City Council regular
meeting for March 5, 2024. Could we have the pledge of
allegiance? We are - -

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: You got oh, yeah. Sorry. My
mistake. Good job, Mr. Mayor.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Was that on? Was that recorded? Yes.
Thank you for your help. As we said, this is not my first rodeo.
So we've got the pleasure to have, Mira Costa student, Claire
Koerber, join us along with the Mira Costa principal, Karina
Gerger.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Okay. That’s why I got
confused.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: There we go.

CLAIRE KOERBER: Now, place your hand over your heart,
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God,

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Well, thank you so much. That's
terrific. So, tell us a little bit about yourself and your
studies at Mira Costa.

CLAIRE KOERBER: Hi, everyone. I'm Claire Koerber. I'm
a senior at Mira Costa. I play for the Mira Costa soccer team
and lacrosse team. And this fall, I ran cross country and I run
the green team at Mira Costa. So, I've gotten really involved in
everything Mira Costa has to offer.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you so much. We're fortunate to
have you between all those activities. And I think, Karina, you
have some words to say.

KARINA GERGER: Absolutely. It's my honor. Okay. So a
little bit about Claire. Claire is an amazing young lady who
soars academically, philanthropically, socially, and
athletically. Her outstanding leadership qualities are
reflective in all that she pursues. Claire has maintained focus
during her time at Mira Costa. She has taken a rigorous course
load while maintaining a 4.4 GPA. She is known to be heavily
involved with Model United Nations at Costa. She was chosen to
be the economic and social council undersecretary general, where
she assisted in running the Costa MUN Program as well as
organized the 29th annual layman at Costa. And that is the
largest local MUN conference in our region. Claire has also

traveled and competed representing Costa MUN winning multiple
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awards. Claire also has the passion for philanthropic work,
which is noted in her presidency as the Mira Costa Green Team,
presidency of the Mira Costa Green Team. She works
enthusiastically to promote environmental sustainability in our
school and in our local community. She organized an annual
community wide clothing swap, implemented a recycling program at
Costa, and participated in the grades of green rise campaign,
winning eco grants for our meatless Monday social media
campaign, and our ban the bottle campaign. Claire's passion and
dedication to protecting our environment is a testament of who
she is. Also a varsity athlete, Claire played soccer at Costa
and is on a club team as well. She's off to practice after this.
As well as Costa Lacrosse and cross country. Claire's goal is to
attend a university where she plans to study life sciences,
biochemistry, possibly biochemistry, public policy, either
environmental or health, and the Spanish language with the
intent of studying abroad in a Spanish speaking country. Claire
is an avid user of Duolingo, which she absolutely loves clocking
over a thousand plus days, reaching the Diamond League, which is
the highest honor in the app. I have to say, cambién. Claire can
be described as enthusiastic. She shared that she always tries
to approach everything she does with a positive attitude and she
is always genuinely interested in learning, interacting with

people, and gaining new experiences. She will continue to have
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this can do attitude and be excited to take on new challenges in
her life. We hope for a wonderful life journey for Claire and
can't wait to hear what she accomplishes in the future. We are
honored to recognize Claire Koerber as the City Council student
of the year for Mira Costa High School.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Can you introduce us to your family?

CLATIRE KOERBER: Well, first of all, thank you so much.
I appreciate it. Over here is my mom, Katie, my dad, Fred, and
my sister, Allison.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: I think we might see her in the future
up here as well sitting in one of these chairs, but thank you
for doing this. So I want to present to you a certificate of
recognition for your outstanding citizens on behalf of me and my
council colleagues for outstanding citizenship in the Manhattan
Beach Unified School District.

CLAIRE KOERBER: Thank you so much.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: And we have a city pin and I
took it out of its plastic bag for you since you're, you know,
president of the green club. Oh, yeah. Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So you're going to have a photo?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah. We might need to move.
Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: So is this fine or do we go

behind?
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MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah, looks great.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Alright.

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR LOOMIS:
Alright. Ready, everyone up here. Nailed it.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: I always feel lazy after meeting
students 1like that. Okay. So, could I, at this point, I'd like
to ask any veterans of the armed services. If there's any here
in the chamber, I'd like for you to stand and so we can
acknowledge you, please.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: And chief.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Here we go.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: We can give them a round of applause.
Thank you for your service. Okay. May we have a roll call,
please?

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Lesser?

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Napolitano?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Montgomery?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Pro Tem Howorth?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Here.
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CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Franklin?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Here. Thank you. And colleagues, if we
could have an approval of the agenda and waiver a full reading
of ordinances, a motion.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I'm going to register a no
on number 6.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Assisted with previous
votes.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I would like to pull, I will be
pulling item number 4 from the consent calendar.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Item number 4.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: But we're not pulling 6. We've
just got it. Okay.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So we have a motion to accept by Mayor
Pro Tem Howorth and seconded by Councilmember Lesser.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: No.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: No.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Alright. Okay. Now it's time for
public comments. The members of the public may provide public
comments on any matter that is within the subject matter

jurisdiction of the council, including items of the agenda, and
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if you're going to, if you want to discuss something on a later
agenda item, you won't get a chance to do that if you speak now
at public comments. Or did I miss, I'm sorry, community
announcements. I'm so sorry. So, community announcements, where
we have 1 minute per person. So, Josh? I always do that.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I know.

LIBRARY MANAGER MURRAY: Hi. Good evening, Mayor,
members of the council. My name is Josh Murray. I am here on
behalf of Manhattan Beach Library. I'm very excited to announce
that we launched our new connect and go hot spot lending
program. Adult library cardholders can now check out a hotspot
they can use at home for up to 6 weeks at a time. To learn more
about the program or to request a hotspot of your own, please
visit our website, lacountylibrary.orgforward/hotspot, or you
can give us a call at 310-545-8595 or visit us in person at 1320
Highland Avenue. Also, I'd like to remind the community that we
will be closed on March 7th, Thursday for our annual staff
development day, and we will resume operations on Friday, March
8th. And, of course, all of our downloadable content like e-
books and audiobooks are still available on our website,
lacountylibraries.org, and I thank you for your time.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. And the students

from Mira Costa, did you have a community announcement?
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RACHEL MOGLIA: Hi. I'm Rachel Moglia.

NATE COLLIGAN: I'm Nate Colligan.

NIA WYNNE: And I'm Nia Wynne.

RACHEL MOGLIA: This week, we started selling tickets
to our spring dance. For the first time in Mira Costa history,
instead of our regular casino night, we're holding an on campus
Vegas night with a silent DJ. The costume dance is going to be
held in the Mira Costa Gym on Saturday, March 23rd. Students can
participate in our costume competition, play casino games, enter
raffles, and win high value prizes including tickets to our prom
in June. In the next two weeks, our esteemed Model United
Nations groups are attending two incredible conferences. One
group will attend a conference at UC Berkeley from March 8th to
March 10th and the other will travel to New York from March 12th
through 16th. We have a very successful model UN program, and we
know our students will do very well.

NATE COLLIGAN: And Mira Costa will start the scholar
wide, sorry, the school wide scholar guiz tournament on Monday,
March 18th, sponsored by Study Hut. After sign-ups open at 6 AM,
64 teams signed up in a matter of hours. Our finals will be held
in our auditorium in late March. This is a widely anticipated
event every year, and all students, participants, and spectators
are looking forward to it. Also the music department is holding

the 7th annual evening of eclectic ensembles concert next week.
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At this concert students from the band, orchestra, and choir
programs create their own small ensembles from duets to 30
player orchestras, prepare their own music and perform as
fundraise using as a fundraising event for the music program.
The concert will be held in the small theater Friday, March 15th
at 7 PM.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. And your name, please?

NATE COLLIGAN: Oh, sorry. I'm Nate Colligan.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, okay. Great.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Thank you. I also, your
honor, I heard something about the reason why you have you have
the goggles on. You want to explain it?

NATE COLLIGAN: Non-school sponsored event. The senior
assassin, and these keep you safe so nobody can get you with a
water gun.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I appreciate you wearing those
in here.

NIA WYNNE: We're very committed at Mira Costa.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: That's great.

NIA WYNNE: I'm Nia Wynne. This past weekend, Mira
Costa hosted a Winter Guard International competition, the
biggest in the western half of the United States. 66 different
teams from multiple states and schools competed on our campus on

Saturday and Sunday, including the Winter Guard team from the
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San Diego State University. The competition has been the best
fundraising event for the Mira Costa band program so far, and it
was very Jjust, very successful despite the rain on Saturday
morning. The same weekend, our award winning Mira Costa indoor
drumline team traveled to Monrovia High School for a Southern
California Percussion Alliance competition. They won 1lst place
in their block and 2nd place in the entire competition.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great.

RACHEL MOGLIA: Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Well, thank you all very much. Well
done.

DAVID CURRY: Hello, Mr. Mayor and honorable members of
the City Council. I'm David Curry, and I'm a senior at Mira
Costa High School. They wouldn't let me into Mira Costa High
School with what I've seen here. What great achievers and
congratulations to Claire Koerber. It's Jjust terrific. Now I'm a
board member of the Manhattan Beach Chamber of Commerce and I'd
like to make an announcement about our state of the city event,
which will be Thursday, March 21st. It will be at the Shade
Hotel, and the agenda and speakers. You can learn about the
current state of Manhattan Beach, the advancements, and the
future projects in the community. Joining the panel are 5
leaders behind the development and decisions made in the 90266.

It'll be David Archer, the president and CEO of the Manhattan
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Beach Chamber of Commerce, Mayor Joe Franklin, our City Manager,
Bruce Moe, our Chief of Police, Rachel Johnson, and our
Superintendent of Schools, Doctor John Bowes. So save the date.
There's no charge to attend. It'll be in the newly renovated
courtyard of the Shade Hotel.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Great. Terrific. Thank you,

David.
DAVID CURRY: Thank you.
MAYOR FRANKLIN: Nobody told me about that. Yeah.
COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: They'll tell you on the
22nd.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I'm sure your speech is ready.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: There you go.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Good evening.
Honorable Mayor, members of the City Council, Mark Leyman, your
Parks and Recreation Director. I'd like to invite you and the
community out to two community input meetings. The first being
this Saturday, March 9th from 9 to 11 AM. It will be at, Sand
Dune Park, and this will be, sharing the schematic concepts from
the, first meeting. And we will also have Dunkin’ available to
entice people to come out.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Good call.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: And then our

second community input meeting will be on Saturday, March 23rd
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from 9 to 10 AM, and that will be at the Polliwog Park dog run
2. This will be the first meeting to gather community input, and
hopefully, we'll have some dog treats at that one to entice the
animals to come out. Beyond that, i1if you are not able to make
either meeting, you can simply email us at
mbparksandrec@manhattaneach.gov, or just simply use the QR code
on the post card or the website, and we have mailers within a
thousand feet for both events. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Director Leyman. Is, do we
have anything on the - -

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no request on
zZoom.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Great. Thank you. Oh, I'm sorry.
Yes, please.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: So I want to make an
announcement to the public about the South Bay City's Council of
Government's Annual General Assembly, which is free and open to
the public. On Thursday, March 28th, between 9 and 3 PM, the
topic will be and I'll be, I'll tell you where it is in a
moment, artificial intelligence, whether it's a friend or a foe
of the South Bay. The title might be a little hyperbolic, but
the idea is how are cities making use of artificial
intelligence? How can they integrate it as a tool? What should

we be wary of? There are a number of speakers including our
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congressman, Ted Lieu, and other elected officials. This event
is held annually in Carson at the Carson Community Center. I
cannot fully pronounce it, but if you're interested, you can
register at southbaycities.org, on their website. It includes a
free lunch and an interesting conversation.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: That's it. Thank you. Colleagues?
Anybody else? So I'd like to make a comment, recently had meet
the coffee with the Mayor at Dunkin' Donuts, and I realize now I
should never schedule it after coffee with a cop because I was
informed that it was shoulder to shoulder, it was packed for the
coffee with the cops earlier in the day, and it was, which I'm
really grateful for, and I really encourage residents to come
out to meet your police department. So, bravo to you all. Thank
you. And, it was a lonely day at Dunkin in the afternoon. No. We
did have one. Right? So, so March 12th, it'll be at Pete's
Coffee downtown, and this is from 3:30 until 4:30. And then on
March 26th, it'll be back to that aforementioned Dunkin’, on 110
North Sepulveda, just across, just south of Target. Thank you.
Anybody else? Great. So we'll move on to public comments, and
speakers may provide public comments on any matter that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council,
including items on the agenda. If you speak, public comments,
you cannot speak on an agenda item that might come later. So do

we have anybody in council? Don't be shy. Come on down. And
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anybody that wants to follow, please come on down and take a
seat down here.

EMILY BROCIOUS: Hello. Good evening, to the Mayor,
City Council, members of public. My name is Emily Brocious, and
I'm an LCSW, licensed clinical social worker and director of
community services at the Beach City Health District. I'm really
happy to be here today in support of the Manhattan Beach Police
Department's proposed program, which you're going to hear about
shortly. And to ensure that residents are aware of the services
that Beach City Health District has to offer, particularly for
older adults and those with, living with dementia. So I first
want to just thank the city for their generous support for a
dedicated care manager, Charlotte Barnett, who I'm happy to have
here with me today. Charlotte provides free care management
services to older adult residents and adults with disabilities
who need more support and services to remain living in their
homes. She holds regular office hours at the Joslyn Center and
is always happy to talk to residents in need at the Joslyn
Center or in their homes. She also spends a day or two a week at
the fire department as well. We are so proud of our partnership
with police and fire and are supportive of the police
department's program to support residents with disabilities and
dementia. We encourage residents to participate in that program

and also take advantage of the services that Beach City Health
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District has to offer. I have brought our need help postcard,
which I'll have Charlotte display, which provide information on
how to get in contact with us. I'm happy to leave them if you'd
like to have them. So please reach out to us with any questions
you may have. And thank you for your time.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you.

POLICE CHIEF JOHNSON: Alright. Well, good evening,
Mayor Franklin, members of City Council, Rachel Johnson, your
Police Chief, And I'm excited to be before you today for you to
hear a presentation about the program that the police department
is going to launch. As the council is aware, part of our 2-year
strategic plan. Part of our work plan is to have a 2-year
strategic plan, and we made our strategic plan through talking
to members of the community and also talking to our internal
stakeholders at every level of the police department,
identifying issues that we would like to work on and kind of
guide our, the 2023 and 2024 for the police department. And one
of those was a community outreach project that we identified a
need for. And so without further ado, I'd like to introduce
Lieutenant Steve Kitsios, one of our patrol watch commanders,
who's going to talk to you about this program.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Alright. Thank you.

PATROL LIEUTENANT KITSIOS: Good evening, honorable

Mayor and members of the City Council. My name is Steve Kitsios,
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and I'm your patrol attendant at the Police Department Field
Services Bureau. Tonight, I will be talking to you about an
exciting new program we are launching at the Manhattan Beach
Police Department to further our strategic plan goal of
community collaboration and engagement. The purpose of this
program is to improve our engagement and communication with our
special needs residents. Specifically, our police department is
looking to improve, sorry, improve our mercy response and
address the unique needs of our community members to communicate
with us. These next few slides will have some statistics about
disability prevalence in California and Los Angeles County. I
know as a patrol watch commander, we come into contact with
people with special needs often, which include adults with
dementia and Alzheimer's. The Manhattan Beach Police Department
is looking to partner with the Friendship Foundation to
implement this program. There are nearly 900 students who
participate in the Fresh Foundation's Clubs throughout the
Manhattan Beach Unified School District. The police department
is also going to partner with our city's older adult
coordinators to register our elderly citizens with special
needs. We're also going to coordinate, as you just met, with the
community services division of the Beach City's health district
to help us register the Manhattan Beach clients who qualify for

the program and help us get the word out. Here's what the
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proposal is. This program will allow our community members to
place the stickers on the front doors of their cars, windows,
residence, phones, anywhere they desire that will let officers
or the fire department personnel of their disability or special
need. We're going to, we will talk to our stakeholders and
register our community members who fit these criteria. To be
clear, this is an opt-in registration program. Our objectives
are to enhance community safety and understanding between the
cities, first responders, and citizens with disabilities. To
affect communication in the fields between our officers and our
residents with disabilities, emergency preparedness for first
responders, both police and fire, and to build community trust
in our town. Before is the form that we plan on using. The way
the police department plans on implementing this, the way, the
way the citizens can get these stickers is through this opt-in
process where members will fill out a form that goes to our
database for law enforcement personnel. The stickers will also
be provided to the Beach City's health district, the Manhattan
Beach older adult program, and the Frederick Foundation Clubs
for those who just wish to display them and not opt in. So at
least they have an option. An example I'd like to give to you
where the stickers might have been, helpful. In December, I
responded along with other officers to a call in Manhattan Beach

of a domestic violence. It came out where, the call came out
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where a husband had pushed the wife to the ground. When officers
arrived, neither the husband nor the wife were in front of the
driveway. They were, they went back into the house. When we
knocked on the door, both the husband and wife were, obviously,
crying and very shook up, very nervous of our presence. They
were mostly nervous because it was the son who, was six foot
one, 250 pounds, who had pushed the mother to the ground in the
driveway. And they were very nervous because of how the police
might have reacted had the husband not been home or if the son
came out first. And what I told him was of this project that the
police department was working on, if this sticker had been on
the window prior to us coming, we would've known. We would've
had a game plan. Hey guys, look, there's someone with special
needs here, someone with a disability. So if someone comes out
and acting a little something, somewhat odd, we know what we're
dealing with. We can prepare better. So that's just one aspect
of this great program. Or if someone gets lost out in the field
and we see this circle sticker on their cellphone, we know that
they're most likely registered and we can hopefully find them to
bring it back home. The fiscal impact, pretty minimal. $2,000
for, we ordered 2,000 stickers, I apologize, for $1,615. Our
recommendation to you, City Council, is we recommend further

discussion and planning to implement this registration system,
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collaborating closely with our community stakeholders and
experts in disability services. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Any questions? Thank you.

PATROL LIEUTENANT KITSIOS: Thank you very much for
your time.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: No questions.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yep. Great. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you, lieutenant.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Wonderful.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And chief. Alright. Any more public
comments in chambers? How about Zoom?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: We do have one,
Lieutenant Harding.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARDING: Hello. This is Lieutenant
Colonel Harding, retired. I want to speak on agenda item number
9. Is my voice went through?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Yes.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARDING: Okay. Thanks. I just want
to be short and sweet. I support the resolution from Manhattan
Beach to be able to prosecute misdemeanors. And I believe that's
going to be spoken about later. Agenda item number 9. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Thank you. Any more comments?
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ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: We also have Heather Kim
on ZzZoom.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

HEATHER KIM: Hi. I'm also in support of this
resolution so that we'll be able to prosecute our own
misdemeanors, and I think we need three votes for anything to
happen today, and I'm hoping that we will have those, not just
the three votes, but five votes, so that we can send a clear
message to George Gascon and his office and all the criminals
that try to come here and play their games. We can send a very
clear message that that is not going to be tolerated in our
town, and I also know that Councilwoman Howorth, you previously
supported Gascon, but you no longer, so I'm really hoping that
we count on your support for this resolution, and obviously,
Mayor Franklin have always been pro-public safety. I can count
on you. I believe, you know, Councilmember Steve - -

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Story of your life. You're
almost there.

HEATHER KIM: For judgeship. Believe me. Oh, hello. Can
you hear me?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: You're cutting in and out.

HEATHER KIM: Hello?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah. You're cutting in and out.
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MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Okay. Going in and out.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARDING: Okay, I'm sorry. Okay, and
also with Councilman Napolitano. Okay, let me see if I can get
closer. Can you hear me now?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Yes.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes.

HEATHER KIM: Hello?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes. Yes. We can hear you.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah.

HEATHER KIM: Sorry, I don't know. I can't hear you
guys very well, but okay, anyways, I'm just hoping that you guys
will unanimously support this. I think Councilman Lesser, you
have a really good head on your shoulders, and I trust that you
will do the right thing. I know previously, Councilman
Montgomery, you were, you know, I don't know why you didn't
support the last resolution against Gascon, and you were hoping
that, you know, being nice and talking about it will help, but
we know that's not going to help. It hasn't helped, and we've
been begging for Gascon to let us prosecute. So at this point,
you know, it would send a very clear message, and it would
really make me, as a business owner and as a resident, a mother
of four kids, here, feel a lot safer knowing that criminals are
not going to get away. It will help me to sleep better at night

knowing, you know, my husband, when he comes home late from
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work, sometimes that, you know, it'll just make us all feel
safer because there is something that we can do about the crime
in our city, and I don't care what anybody says. People are
trying to gaslight us and say that crime is down. That's a lie.
That is a lie because we live it all the time here, and I have
lived here for 20, 21, 22 years, and I can tell you there is a
very big difference from when I came here until now, and it has,
George Gascon has single-handedly, in recent years, really been
a big problem by getting all the victims. So I, you know, urge
you guys all 5-0 on this resolution, which is a no-brainer if
you care about Manhattan Beach and the citizens here. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you, Heather. Okay. I'm going,
if there's no nobody else? No? We're going to close public
comments and move on to item H, the consent calendar. Do I have
a motion to approve it with the exception of item number 67

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: No. It was item number 4 was
pulled.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Yeah. I just registered a no
vote on number 6.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, oh, I'm sorry.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Number 4 was pulled. Alright.
That's thank you. Okay. With the exception of item number 4.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Okay.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. So item number 4.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: So item number four concerns
consideration of general guidelines concerning city advisory
committees. It applies to more than just one committee, but the
one I'm most concerned with is this, how this post guidelines
would apply to the senior advisory committee. Excuse me. I have
comments more than questions, but I'm just curious if Council
wants a presentation from staff that I, who I alerted that this
item would be pulled?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: No.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: No?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: The only question I would
have would be, what is their own staggered term limits they
would impose on this?

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: So my understanding, and I've
had an engagement with Patricia Matson, as well as our Assistant
City Manager George Gabriel, the terms of the senior advisory
committee are just two years, correct?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: That's currently how
they're..

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: And my understanding of what

the guidelines would impose would be term limits of no more than
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two terms. However, the body itself could adopt its own bylaws
and perhaps have, perhaps have longer terms, but at a minimum,
they'd have to adopt revised bylaws. Is that correct?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: That's correct.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: So my larger issue here is that
the senior advisory commission committee is different than the
other groups. And can you name those other groups that would be
subject to these guidelines?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: So the other ones we've
identified are the Art and Public Places Committee,
Sustainability Task Force, the outdoor dining task force, and
then any other future bodies created in the future.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: This group is different. And in
my comments, I'll explain why, but we haven't taken public
comment on this. I just didn't say what my proposal would be was
to allow staff to explore some other options as opposed to the
strict application of these guidelines to the senior advisory
committee. And I wanted to give them a little more time and
exempt the senior advisory committee for now from these
guidelines and that's what I'll be asking for.

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: And just to comment on
that, the senior advisory committee, they do plan on coming back
with revised bylaws to address the terms. And so in that, they

could suggest something different than the policy. It would just
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need to be adopted by City Council upon receiving those revised
bylaws.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Great.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Question, your honor. I
mean, 1s there any urgency to any of this? Should we just not
continue this item until the bylaws come in?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah, I believe we can do that, but
Councilmember Montgomery has a comment.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I'm sorry, I didn't see
that.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Thank you, Your Honor. I
watched this committee and others to have, for example, other
committee assignments that we have short defined terms, shelf
life. You don't run forever for anything. This one's been
overlooked, but I've been here, what, 15 years on council. And
loosey-goosey is like, come on, we should have done this 15
years ago. And that's on us, so we didn't do it. I'm okay with
staggered terms. What I'm not okay with is lack of definition.
If you say you want to stagger terms because you want to keep
institutional knowledge, I love that idea. But there has to be
an end point. I don't want to hear people telling me, oh,
there's no one else applied. Well, A, no one knew about it. And

B, you don't matter much what you say or do. Give others a
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chance to have an opportunity to step up. Now with term limits,
you can see what exactly what you're going to get. Now someone
actually defined it and put it in a box. Everybody gets to see
all at one time and go from there. So if you want to defer the
decision until they bring back better guidelines, fine. But I
agree, this is one of the ones that needs definition like
everything else we've done. They can't escape that box. It needs
to be put the same rules and then bring it back.

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: Oh, sorry.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: You have a question. Go ahead.
I'l1l go after you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So I have a guestion. So how does the,
this committee handle terms now? Are they voted on?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: Senior Advisor Committee?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes, Senior Advisor Committee.

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: They currently follow their
own process where I believe they review that application and
then provide their recommendations to the Parks and Recreation
director. And then he makes the final appointment based off of
those recommendations.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. And is the length of term 2

years then for..
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MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: In their bylaws, they
currently only state that the term length is two years. They do
not address term limits at this point in time.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And then so if I was on the committee,
then two years is up and then people will apply and then that
person who was on the committee would just reapply and see if
they get appointed again, right?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: That's my understanding.
Yes.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay. Just wanted to clarify
that.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah. I mean - -

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: No, it's not correct. It's
not what it says. If your term is up, your term is up. You
cannot reapply again, like all the committees that we have. The
way 1t stands now, you can do that. But that's not what's
suggested going forward. It's you have a set term going forward.
Then you roll off and someone else comes in, like our Noble
Commission, like Planning Commission does, everybody else. But
as of today, it just stays in motion. Nobody leaves. It stays in
there.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: But there is a vote in between, right?
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MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: There's no vote. No. It's an
appointment. I mean, this is the question we're all trying to
figure out. So if you want to answer that, and then I have
something else.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I guess the question too is
it self-appointment with ratification or I guess a blessing from
the director and nothing ever comes to counsel or anything like
that?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: No counsel oversight.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: No counsel oversight. And is it
advertised so that it's fair so people, because I have no idea.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Is there a secret vote? I
have no idea.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: No.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: That is correct.
So it is a secret ballot among senior advisory committee, and
then it’s simply counting the votes and reporting those back.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: So they vote?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: And there's five people on that
committee?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Nine.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Nine. Sorry, guys.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: At times.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: At times. So they vote on who's
going to come in.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct. And
then I simply tally up the votes with the team and then endorse
those.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Well. Okay. So I'm questioning
why are we, so two things come to mind. And we either, we have,
why are we even talking about bylaws? I mean, this is almost
like a secret ballot and just a contest for those people on that
committee to vote for. Why are we even overseeing it? On the
other hand, why wouldn't we then set up a very public process
for it if we were going to be saying, you know, we want you to
put bylaws in? I'm not maybe articulating, but it seems a little
funky.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Councilmember Lesser?

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Well, it's really more of a
comment, and I want to defer that and see if there's any public
input. But I would simply say to Councilmember Montgomery's and
Mayor Pro Tem's point, the idea is to adopt some guidelines, to
have some consistency among the advisory bodies, including the
senior advisory committee. But the senior advisory committee
does more than just a typical commission. Many of its members

are actively involved in the day-to-day operations of the older
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adult program and all their activities at the Joslyn Center
teaching classes, setting up and really augmenting what city
staff does. And as a result, their members have been really
terribly important in some of the advice that's come out of that
body. And so that's why I think it would be helpful to have this
study a little further as to what type of limits could be
imposed consistent with guidelines going forward, as opposed to
this guidelines, which is why I pulled it, which would impose
the limit on what is presently in place, which is two years. If
they adopted two term limits, it would be two years. They could
take a term off, a full year off, if I understand the guidelines
correctly, and then reapply, but it would have some greater
impact on this body more than any. That's why.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Napolitano?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Thank you, Your Honor. Just,
you know, I'm curious here because we're talking about, well,
it's not this, it's not that, and yet what is it in the terms of
the city and how we have other groups, I mean, the
sustainability task force is something that is appointed, but
they, we say task force, but their job is kind of unending as
well. We always rely on them, and whoever's appointed to that
for technical expertise and other things to inform some of the
things we do. I mean, at one point we did talk about a

commission, and I just, I'm not trying to rock the boat of
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anything that's working here. I just want to make sure that it's
working the best for everybody and formalize some rules. So I
don't know what other cities do with regards to, you know,
groups like this. If we have any information, I'd love to know
that as well. You know, I just want to make sure that everyone
is comfortable, including the seniors who are part of this
group, that, you know, they have their opportunities and voices
heard as well. I don't know what best practice would be here.
You know, things seem to be working well, so, you know, is this
a situation of this not broken, don't fix it? I don't know. I
just would like to know more though.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So City Manager, can we bring this
back after?

CITY MANAGER MOE: We can. I mean, another alternative
is to adopt this or approve it as it is and come back with the
specific bylaws for the senior advisory committee that can
address what you're talking about. So approve these for the
other bodies, and the SAC, but come back with more specifics for
SAC.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I'm fine with that. That's
fine.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Lesser?
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COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: See if there's any public input
and then we can maybe talk about it.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay. Public comment.

CITY MANAGER MOE: I'm sorry. I might add that the SAC
was consulted on this, and it was discussed with them.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Okay.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Any comments from chambers? Any
comments online?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no request
online.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. We'll close public comments.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Your Honor, one follow-up
question is, so why is it here then if the SAC has seen it, how
long has this been working, and how come we don't have those
bylaws now?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: The senior advisory
committee does have bylaws in place already. They were adopted
in 2022. Just with these proposed guidelines, they would need to
revise their bylaws to include some term limit.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Right, but they just haven't
decided upon what those are yet?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: All they had, they just
remained silent on term limit, but they did include term length,

which was that two-year term.
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COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I understand then at the
time, but I mean in preparation, knowing this meeting was going
to take place, and my understanding is that they're going to be
forthcoming at some point with new bylaws, but how come we don't
have those tonight?

CITY MANAGER MOE: Well, I think partially because they
wanted to see how this went tonight, and then they can adopt
their bylaws to conform with this policy, or where needed,
modify it.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Okay. Well, I mean, I'm fine
with approving it as is for everybody else, and we'll give
additional time, I guess, for the senior advisory committee.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Your Honor, I make a motion.
I like the definition part of it. I agree the motion to approve
all others except SAC, so the advisory committee, and come back
with their bylaws, whether it comes from them or from us. At
least we get definition one way or the other, then we can go
from there. That's my motion.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. And we have a motion from
Councilmember Richard Montgomery and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem
Howorth. Vote.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: And to clarify, because it's a
little different than City Manager Moe said, is that, I mean,

the motion's the same that Richard said, but it's we are not
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approving anything with the SAC now. We are saying come back to
us.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Well, friendly amendment.
Why don't we put a, you know, four weeks or something?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: If I may, we were speaking
with the Parks and Recreation Department earlier today, and they
have a projected date to return on May 21st with the revised
bylaws.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Why so long?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: They wanted they have one
meeting with the senior advisory committee coming up in March,
and then they wanted one additional meeting in April Jjust to,
you know, clarify any other outstanding items with the revised
bylaws.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Wow.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: They have one meeting a month.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Just for clarification, if we pull
the SAC out of this policy, we're going to have to come back
with the policy again to have it adopted. Whereas if you adopt
it tonight and then you adjust the bylaws, we're only adjusting
the bylaws.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: That's where I was trying to

get clarity. Okay.
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COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I guess I'd like to give a
grace period for the senior advisory committee. My understanding
is staff did make a presentation about the PROS guidelines, and
I'm not sure i1if they were very enthusiastic about the idea of
term limits, were they?

MANAGEMENT ANALYST MATSON: That's one of the reasons
why they proposed coming back with their own staggered terms.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: So that's why I'm wanting to
give a little more time for them to voice concerns and moreover
to clarify how they can voice their concerns. We do have
guidelines with regard to commissioners addressing counsel, and
I think there was some confusion as to how they could express
their concerns and they didn't know how to do so. So that's
another reason why I wanted to give them a little more time
before this is imposed. So, Mr. City Manager, how could this
motion proceed, get the guidelines in place, but give some
deference to the senior advisory committee and the parks and rec
department to come up with the bylaws and come back.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Yeah. I think what we can do is have
the council approve the policy tonight and give us direction for
a timeframe in which the bylaws can be adjusted for SAC, come
back to you to have those approved to adjust to their needs.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I'll restate my motion to

make it very clear. We'll approve everybody tonight. The senior
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advisory committee has had a long time to say this. It shouldn't
be a shocker to anybody, but we need definition. It can't be
open ended where the committee controls its own future. That's
not their job. So all of the committees here will be in task
force, approve tonight, and bring back at earliest convenience,
SAC, and the objections they have or comments they want to make,
they've had time, they can always email us. I did receive one
email, so this time they couldn't reach out and touch us. But,
okay, we'll give them till May to figure this out. No later
than. That's my motion.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Well, and so i1f there's something
the council wants us to focus on in terms of those term limits
that we can take back to the SAC, which I seem to recall was one
of the genesis of this whole discussion of why it's on the work
plan. It would be helpful tonight if you tell us that so that we
can focus. So if you've got a proposal on - -

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Hear from them.

CITY MANAGER MOE: - -what that term limit is that you
want to get, we can take that back.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I think we'd like to hear from
them, obviously, on the term limits. How long are those terms?
What would the process be? Does is there any proposed change in

the appointment process? Is there any change in the nature of
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this body beyond the bylaws? But I'm happy to go along with the
motion for now and move this forward.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I mean I think what's being
proposed for everybody else is a baseline for consideration, and
then I'm more than open to being convinced why, you know, that's
not good and they have their own ideas as to what's better.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: So to help? No.

CITY MANAGER MOE: I think it does.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: The most important aspect,
I'd say, Your Honor, is that the definition is clear. So I just
moved here from Kansas yester tomorrow, and I want to see a
joint SAC. I know what the rules are. I know what the terms are.
I know what it is. It's clear defined and run by the city,
controlled by the department head, not controlled internally by
my own group that reappoints me every 2 years automatically.
That's my point.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: That sounds like a big change
in how they've done it.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Exactly.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Well, that's kind of what
you're looking for, isn't it? I mean, because that we're if

we're talking about this a change to what has been done, that's
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different than them just coming back with their bylaws because
they may not be trying to change them.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I hear that. Let's hear them
say, let's, why. Why do you want to keep reappointing yourself?
Give someone else a chance. That's the whole point. No other
commission appoints itself. Not anything in the city appoints
itself. This is the only one that's self-directive. Why?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Maybe we could have a status
report in April.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Sure.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: So that if council is not in
agreement with any direction that the SAC is going.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: That's a good idea.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: By that time then, council
will provide direction.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: That's a good idea.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Good with that?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: That's, maybe bring us some
new blood. Look out.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Should we change if we voted on
a motion?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: We haven't voted yet.
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COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: We haven't voted.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: We didn't vote. Our screens
are still up.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Maybe you did. I haven't
voted.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: My, okay. The screens are still
up, but I'm, the motion that we are, were voting on, could vote
on, was very different.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Do you want me to rephrase
that motion again?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I think you need to redo a new
motion and take this off.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: All of the committees and
task force are going to be voted on tonight, clearly, as listed
in the staff report. They will bring back in April to council an
update on just the senior advisory committee. We can hear what's
going on, what that group may or may not like about this.
Staggered term is one thing I personally like going forward. We
set our own definitions at that point in April. We'll have heard
by then by then. We'll vote on their presentation in May. They
want us to come back in May. Then we'll hear it again in council
full in May. Anybody have questions about that one? Is that

clear enough?
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COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Well, from what I heard,
we're adopting it for everybody tonight.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: So there's no carve out for
the SAC.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: We have, we were, they want us
to do that because we would have to bring them all back.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Oh, okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: So we'll do that, but we want
SAC to come back.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: So there could be a minute
in the future?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Okay. Yeah. Got it.

CITY MANAGER MOE: We have to wait through the bylaws.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: We have a motion by Councilmember
Montgomery and seconded by Councilmember Lesser.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: All good points.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Just process stuff.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Okay. So now we move on to
general business. Item number 9, consideration resolution

sponsoring and supporting Assembly Bill 2309, which authorizes
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the city attorney of any general law city or chartered city to
prosecute state misdemeanors. City Manager Moe?

CITY MANAGER MOE: Yes. George Gabriel will be making a
presentation here, and I'd like to thank George for his hard
work on this with representative or Assembly member Marisuchi's
office. He's been working very diligently with the staff there
and, he'll give you a report. Thank you.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Honorable Mayor
Franklin, members of the City Council, George Gabriel, assistant
to the City Manager. So I gave a smaller report to the City
Council at the City Manager within the City Manager report
section of the meeting last meeting. But, just by way of
background, I just want to indicate that, you know, since March
2021, the city has been exploring ways to prosecute state
misdemeanors and trying to obtain the district attorney's
consent because there is a government code, the state of
California, that limits the ability of state of general law
cities such as City of Manhattan Beach to prosecute state
misdemeanors. And so at the July 8, 2023 meeting, City Council
directed staff to work with the city's elected state legislators
and request a change in the California government code to allow
cities to prosecute state misdemeanors when a county district
attorney declines to prosecute. So, in the month thereafter,

staff had been working with state senator, Ben Allen and state
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assembly member, Muratsuchi's office. And, finally, on February
12th, assembly bill 2309 was introduced by assembly member
Muratsuchi, which will remove the consent requirement instead,
authorize the city attorney of any general law city or charter
city to prosecute any misdemeanor committed within the city
arising out of a violation of state law. So following
introduction of this, after the, report I gave, staff met with
assembly Mayor Muratsuchi’s office to kind of understand what
the next steps going forward are. One of the things that came up
is, would we like to sponsor the bill? With sponsoring a bill,

a couple of things that we wanted to get clarification from
council, to see, one, would you like to support the bill? And
two, would you like to sponsor it? And so, when we inquired as
to what sponsoring really means, there's three critical things
that that City Council should be aware of. And so one is serving
as the official contact and answering inquiries of elected
officials, from their offices because, a lot of elected
officials want to know what the genesis of this is and why we,
as a city, are pursuing this. Testifying before elected
officials in support of the legislation. So that means maybe
going to Sacramento or, possibly going to, meetings with the
League of California Cities or whoever it may be. And then third
is, requesting gathering letters from local stakeholders in

support of the legislation. So that could be contacting the

Page 44 of 100



California Contract Cities Conference Association, I should say.
Sorry. The conference is coming up. And so given the potential
for a significant amount of staff time and answer the costs
associated with it, staff felt it was appropriate to, request
the City Council officially sponsor and support the legislation,
AB2309. So with that in consideration, we're available for any
questions.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you, George. Questions?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah. Just a couple. I mean,
I'll have some comments after we take public, you know,
comments, etc. I'm making an assumption, but who do you think
would be the main staff liaison or the main staff person,
George?

CITY MANAGER MOE: That'll be George.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I thought that I mean, and I
and I think it's a wonderful opportunity. Well, sorry. I'll make
my comments after public comments. But I'm glad that you brought
this to our attention because, you know, there's there will be
cost associated. There will be your time. And I would also
suggest to my colleagues that there will be our time required.
It's and it's slightly different. I think and I appreciate the
callers, who called in support of us doing this but I want them
to understand that if we decide to support it, and co and

sponsor it, it doesn't mean it is law. It doesn't mean it's a
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law already. You know? What this is trying to get this assembly
bill through the assembly. So I guess a question I would have
is, will you be working, George, with, Assemblyman, Muratsuchi's
legislative staff so that we have a calendar so that we
understand if it's in committee, out of committee, you know,
etcetera, etcetera. Is that the kind of yeah.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Yeah. And in
fact, at the meeting we had last week, you kind of discussed
some of the parameters and some of the logistics going forward.
And one of the key things to be aware of is, that next month is
when committee hearings start, and this has already been
referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Right.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: And so I don't
think I think the committee a date has been set, not exactly a
time. And so, the committee will hear it, and thereafter, I
think it needs to either get out of committee, sometime in April
or May. And so I'll give a definitive breakdown of that to the
City Council if they would like.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Okay. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Councilmember Lesser?

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Just a process point which I
wanted to make for my our colleagues and that is Mayor Pro Tem

Howorth and I serve on the legislative advocacy committee of the
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council and staff, and we had a very brief conversation about
whether or not consistent with the work plan, which already has
our city in favor of this, we could just go ahead and have staff
agree to sponsor this. But in conversation with staff, it was
decided that this really needs to be a full decision for the
entire council, particularly because as George has indicated,
there might be some staff time involved. My own gquestion has to
do with something that we've talked about, George, and that has
to do with, let's say, we had a different prosecutor responsible
for LA County and one who adhered to the law and a bunch of
independent cities established their own prosecutors and came up
with a far more progressive standpoint, in other words, the
exact opposite of what many would say is happening today. How do
you avoid the patchwork? And I imagine this would be a question
that some legislators would ask. You and I have talked about
other charter cities that already have the ability to do
prosecution and the percentage of the population that is
represented by cities that have their own prosecutorial
authority. But what is the counterargument to the concern that
this could create a patchwork throughout our county and other
counties throughout the state of prosecutorial services?
COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I, let me, just say if I'm
calling here, I don't think George can answer that gquestion or

should he even try to.
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COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: He has data. He has a good
answer.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: But I would also say that
when you say that, you know, what if there's progress, what was
the opposite of what we're looking to do? You wouldn't file it
with the DA to begin with. You'd never bring the case. You'd
start at the police department level and say, police department
don't enforce misdemeanors anymore, or give citation
administrative citations instead of giving them handing them
over to the DA. I mean, it wouldn't ever reach the DA if you
want to make sure they're not prosecuted.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL Should I attempt
to answer that question?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I don't have a softball
pitch to you to answer, so go ahead.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: You know, we
were aware of that argument and, that's something that actually
the DA's office, brought up when we were requesting consent. And
they were concerned about equity concerns associated with, the
different cities in the county. I can't speak to, what would
happen, across the state. I haven't dug that deep into it. But
in terms of looking at LA County, one thing we're aware of is
that 7, 10 out of the 88 cities in LA County have the ability to

prosecute, state misdemeanors. Of those ten cities, it
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represents about 50% of the population of LA County. So given
that, I would what I would say or, potentially counter those
concerns 1f the City Council is supportive of this bill, and I
want to be respectful of that, is that the, that parity already
exists somewhat, that there is inequity that occurs because as
of right now, 50% of the county has the ability or the authority
to prosecute state misdemeanors while the other half does not.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: That's a good point. Okay. So George,
what do you envision in terms of council participation? Would it
be one of us, two of us, all five of us that need to get
involved? Would you recommend your committee or what do we call
it? Just - -

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Subcommittee?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah. Subcommittee.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: SCC.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Well, I,
obviously, I think that would be up to City Council, but we do I
would say that we do have two vehicles, obviously, to address
that. Obviously, the Mayor is the city's, unofficial
spokesperson, handles, matters like this in terms of testifying
and so forth and media interviews. But we also do have our
legislative ad hoc subcommittee that also addressed it, which

consists of Councilmember Lesser and council and Mayor Pro Tem
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Howorth. So, obviously, we'd be receptive to any direction on
that, but go ahead, Bruce.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Well and the other thing is we'll
certainly provide talking points to the entire council, and it
may be that you divide and conquer this, that not all of you or
that at some point, all of you get involved depending on the
venue and who you're speaking to. So it doesn't necessarily have
to be limited to 2 of you. You can all get involved.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And just one more question is, would
other cities be in this position to be able to do this work as
well to help sponsor this and there'd be co-sponsors or?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: You know, when
we talked about, assembly Mayor assemblymember Muratsuchi's
office, they didn't indicate co-sponsors, but I'm sure I know I
have seen co-sponsors on bills before. I don't know how it would
work in this case but I'm sure it's something they'd be
receptive to. Then again, what I will say is that there, we are,
if the city does support this and we would be looking for
letters of support from other cities.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Right, right of course.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: So while I know
sponsorship is..

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: You'd be building a

coalition.

Page 50 of 100



MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: So I want to
differentiate sponsorship versus support. Support would
definitely be solicited.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Good. Okay. Mayor Pro Tem?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I'll wait till after public
comment.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Any more questions?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: No.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Any comment? Okay. So, open up public
comments for this. Anybody here want to?

STEPHAN KAMPA: Good evening, honorable Mayor and
Councilmembers. Just listening to this, it's really interesting.
I think as I reflect on it, you know, if you look at the, what
our constituents want, they want the misdemeanor, charges that
to be supported by you guys. To represent them, I think you guys
need to support this. And so I endorse this, and I hope that you
will support it.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And your name, please?

STEPHAN KAMPA: Oh, I'm sorry. I'm Stephan Kampa.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Alright. Thank you. Anybody else in
chambers? Oh, we got one.

JILL LAMPKIN: Hi. Jill Lampkin, Downtown Business and

Professional Association, Mayor, City Council. I'm sure it is no
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surprise that I think this would be fantastic. I was actually on
a legislative call today as well where this was discussed with,
Muratsuchi's office. And, I said this is, you know, a great
hopefully, tonight, we will have news that it will be handled
differently, you know, going forward with someone new at the
county. But should this situation ever happen again, at least
get it gives us an alternate route, should we need it. So our
small businesses highly support this this change or this I don't
know. What do you call it? An initiative of support?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Legislation.

JILL LAMPKIN: Legislation. There we go. Thank you.
Thanks.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you, Jill. Anybody on
zZoom?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes. Somebody with the
username on iPad 7.

HEIDI RAYDEN: Hi. Hi. Good evening, City Council. This
is Heidi Rayden. And as a resident, I'm deeply concerned about
crime. So I'm asking City Council to support this agenda item. I
was extremely disappointed in city leadership for opting out of
the zero bail lawsuit when dozens of cities in LA County decided
to stay, even if we stayed on principle, as it sends a strong
message to criminals in Gascon and indicates Manhattan Beach is

not totally affected by the radical growth virus promoting
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lawlessness. The virus which clearly drives MB United, our local
anti-public safety activist group. Their members like myself are
blessed to live in this beautiful city, a city filled with
families and children. But unlike them, I value law and order. I
do not advocate for criminality or decriminalization of crime or
zero bail. A no vote on this agenda item is another vote in
favor of Gascon, criminal violence, lawlessness, and not to
mention the slap in the new PD's face. I'll close with this. On
Christmas Eve, 60 year old Junco Hanafuso took her small dog for
a walk on the El1 Camino campus. Ms. Hanafuso didn't return home
because she was bludgeoned to death with a sledgehammer by a
homeless man named Jeffrey Davis. Jeffrey had a long rap sheet.
He would have been in jail if not for Gascon and Gascon's
reclassification of crime, but he was not in jail. He was on our
street in freedom murder, which he did in the most brutal
fashion imaginable. And it's not worthy to mention that Jeffrey
Davis was living on our streets last summer, in which I had
emailed council and City Manager City Manager and or Gabriel
about him. That was the same individual who murdered this woman.
May she rest in peace. So please support this agenda item. Thank
you so much.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you, Heidi.

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no additional

request.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. So, let's close public comments
and colleagues.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.
Well, sorry.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: That's okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: We have a little screen up
here. So, Yeah. I don't well, I don't think there's any doubt
that we're going to support this. First of all, I want to thank
our assemblymember, Al Muratsuchi, for taking the lead on this
very important assembly bill. This legislation is something
that, all of us are crying out for. And I think it shows courage
and, leadership for him to, initiate this. And I think it's
really important for us to, join him, in sponsoring this and to
show that we are leaders, on this effort. This effort which
actually is meaningful and can provide with actual tools opposed
to, you know, a lawsuit that we knew was not going to have any
effect. One of the things that I know I think it was you, Mr.
Mayor, who was asking, you know, will other cities, can they
sponsor it? And we will have to build a coalition. We will have
to do some work in asking, you know, setting up meetings or
making phone calls and saying, will you sign this and getting
them to sign it? We will have to, you know, reach out to Jill

and the downtown business association, say, we want a letter
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from your organization, we want emails from every one of your
members. Here's the, you know, draft. And those letters will go
not just to assemblymember Muratsuchi's office, but everybody on
the public safety committee that the bill is going to start in,
because that's how it works. So it's a political process, and
there are all kinds of things that, you know, will be out of
everybody's control, but we have to put the full court press on.
And so everybody who's been asking us to do something, you know,
and every time we say blame Sacramento, not incorrectly, by the
way, here's our chance. We're if we're going to take this on, we
have to all step up and, you know, do it. So I've made a motion
to support this and I'm proud to do so.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. Councilmember
Montgomery?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Thank you, your honor. Those
of you not familiar with this process that started back 2021,
this isn't anything new. Here we are 3 years later talking about
the same thing. I wish well, I credit Muratsuchi’s office for
bringing us to the point now. I wish it happened 3 years
earlier. But here we are. This is a long shot, folks. As
everybody told you, this is one person, one member represents
the South Bay, trying to convince the rest of the assembly

members to support this. So we're on an island compared to the
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rest of the state. We know that. It's a long shot, but it's a
shot.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Fair point.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: And, as Mayor Pro Tem
mentioned, we have to build, assembly an outreach team. I can
tell you, as president of Independent City Association, ICA,
whose only mission is public safety, ICA will jump behind this.
I imagine contract cities will jump behind this. We'll speak to
the league board and let them hear about what we're trying to
do. In fact, I don't see any city that would be opposed to this.
Even the charter cities that have that 50% rule right in LA
County today, they wouldn't be opposed to this. The flip side of
the argument you heard earlier, what happens if we get someone
else progressive that wants to revise the rule, what we have
now? Well, what if he or she's out of office in the next term?
Right back where we were before. So we need statewide we need to
have the ability here to control our own destiny and not rely on
Sacramento going forward. If this passes once out of Sacramento,
we have our own future. We control our own fate, so which we do
not have now and have not have. People that were here in 21 saw
this council try to work with, the DA Gascon's team. In fact,
Mayor, former Mayor Stern and I were working with the team,
after the first time of letter of confidence, to work for a 1

year trial period and let Manhattan Beach work with Redondo
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Beach, and work as a team to control our misdemeanors in a house
with Redondo. And why I didn't vote for that second censure,
which went absolutely nowhere, was because I thought when you're
working with someone, you don't cut the legs out from under
them. You stick with it till the process goes through. Didn't
work the way we wanted it to. Nonetheless, we got farther than
ever before, discussing a 1 year trial period where we could
control misdemeanors, and that was going forward. So tonight,
today, folks, election day. Talking to us about what someone
else is doing, that's a ballot box is for. But this point is
that we go to Sacramento. So I credit Al Muratsuchi and his
team, and George getting us here. We should all be behind it,
and we'll take more work than it sound like.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: But we're lucky we have the
tools here. This team here, and where I sit as ICA president,
and contract cities with Amy and David, Steve and Joe, we can
all pitch in and make it go up to Sacramento and reach out. It's
not just them. It's everybody else, Sacramento, all the way up
to the governor and say - -

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Absolutely.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: - -this is important to us,
to the South Bay. We need to have this happen, so we don't

constantly hear about it. We control our own future. So this is
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one we should not hesitate anyone to get involved here. But as
Mayor Pro Tem said, we have a long ways to go. The good news is
this is not a year project. It's a sprint from now until the
holiday break. So we can get this done and get an answer and
drive it forward. There's a lot of push, a lot of time. If the
money cost is an issue, there's something well worth it because
we need to drive it forward. So I'm glad to second it and go
from there.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. Councilmember
Napolitano?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Thank you, your honor. I
agree with what's been said. I fully support this. Full credit
to assemblymember Muratsuchi for picking us up and putting it
back in our laps. He's got limited staff. They can only do so
much. They're busy with other things. We need help to get these
things passed. And they also need to have us convince our
colleagues and get collaboration get, cooperation from other
cities in the area to support this so they know this is
something that that cities want. You know, I don't see this as a
detriment in any way to a district attorney because what it
says, the language as it is now, of course, it can change, but
the language as it is now, it doesn't take away the district
attorney's ability to prosecute misdemeanors. It just allows

cities to do it if the DA chooses not to. And there might be
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instances where the hardest core most conservative district
attorney decides not to prosecute something because they don't
feel they have the evidence, whereas the city might. City can
still pick that up and pursue it if they want to. That is up to
them, and if then it's left to the judge to decide whether they
meet the burden of proof or not. But it does not take away the
ability of district attorney to prosecute anything. It's up to
the city's always department to decide what to bring to the
district attorney and then goes on to court. But this doesn't
take the way it only, to me, enhances the ability of cities to
have local control and to prosecute misdemeanors state
misdemeanors that otherwise wouldn't be able to simply because
the district attorney has the full, authority the only authority
to do that now. So I think it's a plus for local control, and I
think we should pursue it. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. Councilmember
Lesser?

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I echo the comments of my
colleagues. I'm supportive of this measure. I am appreciative of
Assemblyman Muratsuchi carrying this bill and seeking our
sponsorship. I think we can offer our own individual experience
of what special directive 20-07 has meant. It was a directive
that was adopted by this district attorney very early in his

term that limited the number of misdemeanor prosecutions. I just
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want to pick up on something councilmember Montgomery said. This
is not new. We will be talking later this evening about our
legislative platform. One of the items is to support efforts to
remove the district attorney's consent requirement and instead
authorize the city attorney of any general law city, or charter
city to prosecute, which they already can do, prosecute any
misdemeanor committed within the city arising out of violation
of state law. So this is consistent with what we have wanted to
do. It is a tool that cities would have. I felt it was important
to get on the record the argument that is likely to be made
against this proposal about how they'll be inconsistent
prosecutions if you allow every general law city to do it, and
it's important to make that case going forward. So I'm
supportive.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. I'll wrap it up
here. The first line in the background in the in the staff
report is since March 2021. The city has been exploring ways to
prosecute state misdemeanors following the district attorney's
directives, limiting their prosecution of certain misdemeanor.
Now, a lot of us here, follow, these elections and nobody heard
about these directives before the election. And it happened and
they were announced I don't know. Was it a week after that these
self-imposed directives that district attorney Gascon passed on

to his staff about no prosecution. Flat out no prosecution of
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misdemeanors. These misdemeanors affect us here in Manhattan
Beach, our quality of life, safety, security, peace of mind. And
I too want to thank assemblyman, Al Muratsuchi for seeing the
wisdom of this and seeing that, general law cities were up
against it in terms of trying to manage this wave of crime that
everybody was witnessing. And the bad guys can read. They
understand. They go to places that don't have prosecution of
misdemeanors in order to commit their crimes. And I have to
commend the police department, the Manhattan Beach Police
Department for going out every day, risking their lives and
doing their job in a professional manner to protect us to get
these criminals off the street. Now we need to keep them off the
street. It is it is such a frustrating thing for them, but every
day you see them out there working their hardest to protect the
residents of Manhattan Beach. And by, de facto also protecting
residents of other cities because the, criminals go from city to
city. And if you and if we don't put them into jail, then
they're free to, continue committing crimes in other cities that
don't have this capability. I joined with Councilmember Lesser.
We both responded to an invitation by Gascon's office to come up
there and talk with them. And to your credit, Councilmember
Lesser, you had some relationship with some of George Gascon's
staff from prior work, and, and you managed to carve out an

opportunity to put together for chronic, offenders. The
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opportunity to, to have the district attorney's office prosecute
those, and I think, they came and they bore fruit with two,
three, prosecutions that took these criminals off the street.
But it took a bunch. Okay? It took a bunch to put those together
in order for them to act. So, while we're appreciative of that,
it's still all the other misdemeanors and the criminals that we
want to get through the criminal justice process. So I will be
supporting this as well. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Your honor. I don't know
what the motion is, but I'm going to add a friendly amendment to
it or whether or not, I've heard it yet. And that is that, you
know, each one of us has only so much time in the day, staff,
George. He's a master of many things we put we task him with. He
does a great job of it, but his time is limited as well. This
requires lawmaking in Sacramento requires a special,
relationship and, knowledge, and I don't think that we can or
will be able to do this without the help of a lobbyist to guide
the blood sport that is lawmaking in Sacramento. So I really
think we need to find someone rather quickly to engage so that
they can help, George and help us, guide us between talking
points, who to talk to, what committees are going to hear this,
when they're going to hear it, and everything else. Unless we
have that expertise, I don't think we're going to be successful.

And, you know, when people why'd you get out of that lawsuit?
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Well, because it wasn't going to work. Because we can take that
money and put it to something here that we really want to do and
really will work.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Right. And Councilmember Montgomery?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I'll just add to a great
point, having our own person focused Sacramento. But it's also
our residents, as Jill said, the downtown business, it it's one
team. So every resident called in or emails us, why don't you do
something about it? Well, this is your chance, something about
it. You can email Al and every assemblymember center you know.
Residents vote. Businesses vote. So Sacramento pays attention.
If you see keep hitting them and hitting them over and over with
emails, even they accept faxes still in Sacramento. So all that
works. It's a team effort. It's not just us, our lobbyists, or
Jill, or George. It's everyone that can hear our voices. We need
all of you to email your people and fax your people, let them
know that this is important to them. But I agree with the idea
of our own lobbyists focused.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I will accept that as a
friendly motion because I absolutely agree. I mean, it's a
lobbyist will give us a plan and actually give us the emails of
here are the assemblymembers on the public safety committee.
Contact these people. Here's what you're saying to them, and

then we can send that out to our folks. So I would accept that

Page 63 of 100



as a friendly amendment. We know people. I mean, we've
interviewed some great people before, so we can suggest some.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: You know a guy?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I know a guy.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: A guy.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I got a guy.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Got a guy.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Got a guy who's got a girl
who's got it. Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: City Attorney Barrow, did you wanna
make a comment?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: I just wanted to mention that
the City Manager has the authority up to 75,000 to hire this
lobbyist.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Right.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: So it doesn't necessarily have
to be in the motion, but you could give that direction. The City
Manager can do that without having it to come back to the
council.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Great.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Good.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Consider that direction given.
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CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Great. Okay. So then it's back
to the original motion, which is just to sponsor and support the
bill.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Let's call for it.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: We also might, though, want
to appoint a subcommittee to work with the City Manager in
choosing the lobbyist?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I'd be glad to.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I see.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I defer to the Mayor. I'm
just saying that it should, he makes the appointments.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: First of all, I Jjust asked for
volunteers.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Aye.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Aye.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: We have two volunteers.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Alright.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Unless somebody else really was
dying to and then but I'm gquicker and, you know, arm wrestle.
Like, I'm taking it as a no.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: I felt you holding down my hand. You

know?
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MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah. Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: No. No. That makes perfect sense. But,
you know, and that's, and then we'll discuss the, subcommittee
to actually take it all out.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Okay. So just procedurally, have
the council vote on the resolution. And then part 2 would be the
subcommittee of the Mayor can appoint the subcommittee. And
three would be direct the City Manager to, with the subcommittee
hire lobbyist.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: So should we call for the
question first to get this motion done?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: The resolution. Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Resolution.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: So, Mayor, do you want to
appoint a subcommittee?

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Good plan.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes. So, I move that we form a
subcommittee consisting of Mayor Pro Tem Howorth and
Councilmember Montgomery to assist the City Manager in the

selection of a lobbyist.
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CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes. So no motions required.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, okay.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: You have the authority to do
that.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

CITY MANAGER MOE: So but point of clarification, is
that also a subcommittee that would be spearheading all the
other activity around this, this bill, not just the lobbyists,
but any other types of activities you want us to engage in?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: I'm actually, I want to put my hat in
the ring for that.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: And we're all going to be doing
stuff.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Right.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I think and if you want to be
the point of contact, that's fine. But we're all going to be
doing it.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Okay. I'm just thinking in terms of

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Once we get the lobbyists.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Well, why don't we start
with the subcommittee to help with the selection of the
lobbyists, and then you can come back with - -

CITY MANAGER MOE: Right.
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COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: - - efforts and dividing up
what the work will be.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Okay. Alright.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Great. So moved. So passed.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: And you gave that direction to
the City Manager, so we're good on this item.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Bueno.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Thank you. Moving on to item
number 10, a quarterly update on the city's homelessness
initiatives.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Every time in his hands.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Back again.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Assistant to the City Manager, George
Gabriel.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Honor Mayor
Franklin, members of City Council. On a quarterly basis, we come
back with updates on homelessness initiatives. And so tonight,
I'm providing that update. So to jump right into it, we had a
homeless count back in January of 2024, and the homeless count
yielded this these unofficial, results. And what you'll see is
two unsheltered persons were counted as well as two, within the
vehicles and dwellings counted category. So two individuals are

counted as well as two cars. And I'm saying this is the
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unofficial breakdown also because LAHSA no longer releases the
city level specific results, so this is data that we gathered
from, the account that night. I can go into other details, as to
why that occurs, but I won't spare.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: That's because nobody likes
how they come up with another. I mean, no city wants to hear it.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Times two and a half times.
Yeah.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: So, what's our
homeless count and what's been occurring over the years? As you
can tell, and I think the council has seen this, graph at
nauseam, but I just wanted to showcase that the count has been
going steadily down from 41 down to 2. And what I will say, and
just in full transparency, the last 2 years are considered the
unofficial numbers, and, we've been utilizing the individuals
counted, not necessarily the vehicles and dwellings. An argument
could be made that there could be individuals in there, which
would thereby increase it, but, in the full spirit of
transparency, I just wanted to say that. And so I and I should
say the council should really be commended for this. This is a
reflection of the investment that the council has taken in
homeless resources. You know, you have you have grant funded
resources, but also general fund resources. We contracted with

shared collaborative housing, and then we also contract with
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Harbor Interface Services for a dedicated outreach navigator.
Homeless census. So this is an item that I came in, November of
2023 with, and so the city of Redondo Beach contracts with,
CityNet for a homeless demographic survey. There was some
interest from council on that survey, and therefore, I just
wanted to touch base on what the cost of that looked like,
because the COG was exploring funding that. And so, based off
what they were able to obtain in December of 2023, 2 proposals
were given. Obviously, this proposal is for a lot of cities,
both of those proposals. But, on a per city basis, it comes out
to about 35 to 45,008, city. So this these are pretty high. And
so the COG is continues to explore this service and is looking
to identify funding and see if they could use, you know, grant
funds potentially for it. So, what have we been doing?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I thought that was Austin
Powers.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Yeah. So we,
like I said earlier, we have our dedicated outreach navigator,
and this is a reflection of her work. So in about, 13 months’
worth of work, 477 interactions, 97 participants served, 21,
number of interim housing referrals attained, 10 stable housing
placements, and then of those 21, 13 have been in the share
system. And so, one thing that was mentioned at the November

meeting was that we're we transitioned from the city, funding

Page 70 of 100



out of the general fund, the share collaborative housing to the
COG funding. And I Jjust wanted to report back that the
transition has been very smooth, and we're very grateful for the
COG kicking in and offer offering it on a regional basis. They
funded about nine new individuals since September of 2023, and
that's amounted to about $13,000 in in cost savings to the city.
And additionally, one thing that was unanticipated, it's
actually provided flexibility with housing more than the
allotted five individuals. So there's been times where we may
have two people in for one month but, they provided the
flexibility to I think this past month, we had seven individuals
that our housing app and outreach navigator connected to. So,
one thing I did want to provide an update on was measure H. So
you'll recall that on March 2017, there was a 10 year quarter
cent sales tax increase to fund, homeless services. Efforts are
currently underway to place a new measure for the November 2024
ballot and extend the 10-year quarter cent sales tax. There are
currently, signatures being circulated by a local nonprofit
United Way to collect signatures, but not the measure has not
officially qualified yet at the county level. But just so that
the council is aware, there's some important provisions that's
related to what we call measure H 2.0. And so one or the first
one being measure H is scheduled to expire in March 2027. So

they're addressing this somewhat early, but it does not have a
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sunset clause and can only be repealed by the voters. So that's
very different from the first iteration, which is a 10 year
term. Second one is measure H 2.0 does not impact the sales tax
limit imposed by the state. There was a special carve out
provision by the state legislature to basically go beyond the
10.25, cap that's imposed by the state. Third, measure H 2.0
does not have a direct allocation for cities to cover costs of
homeless services. That was quite disappointing, based off
conversations we had with other cities because just as the city
of Manhattan Beach, we took on some general fund costs in order
to fund homeless services. And so as of right now, the current
iteration of measure H 2.0 does not have a direct allocation. It
would probably function in a similar manner to what goes on
today, which is an allocation to the COG, which the COG then
distributes to cities. So homeless court and care court, work
plan item was added by the City Council to create a court a
homeless court diversion program. We amended the agreement with
RWG to add prosecution services. While this is going on the Care
Court, which was some legislation that was supported by the city
of Manhattan Beach, by virtue of the City Council, was also
starting in December 2023, and we wanted to see how that process
kind of played out. And so the COG actually had a really good
presentation that they provided to all the South Bay cities, in

February 11, 2024. The acting senior deputy director of reentry
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services from the Department of Mental Health provided that, and
it was actually a really good learning opportunity. And so I
wanted to kind of give a very quick primer on that to the City
Council because I know that the City Council is interested in
what Care Corp could do in terms of providing some level of
homeless court services. So in essence, Care Core has some very
strict criteria and these are all the requirements to be
eligible for Care Corp. And one of the things that I thought was
particularly interesting was a diagnosis of schizophrenia and
not being bipolar. There's a specific carve out in the care
court legislation that doesn't allow for that. You know, also,
you see the individual's mental health substantially
deteriorating. Participation in the care plan is the least
restrictive alternative, and the individuals like to benefit
from participation in a care plan. All these sorts of
requirements are listed in the legislation, and therefore,
they're being also, implemented by the county department mental
health. And I'm only saying this because there is a lot of
particularities and therefore it reduces the likelihood that we
can find somebody that can abide by these requirements.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Can I ask Mr. Mayor, may I ask
just a quick gquestion just on this topic?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Sure.
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MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: It's also, though, it's not
necessarily that a city refers somebody to the care court. It's
a family member or a roommate.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: The city can,
like, I believe a local police department can, as well as a
family member.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Okay. Thank you.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: So it does
provide both those avenues.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Appreciate that.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: And so the
other thing that I wanted to relate to this council is that this
is a long process as well, with the Care Core. It could take
upwards to a year, and there could be additional extensions with
this. And so while we look at Care Core as a potential solution,
and it still can be, there are particularities that the council
should be aware of if we were to take advantage of this new
feature of homeless court services. So the other thing I wanted
to, inform City Council was the regional mental health crisis
response. So I believe I reported back to the City Council on
this, I believe, in fall of 2022 and that there were efforts
being made at a regional level to create, like a mental health,
urgent response network. And so the idea is that you have an

alternative crisis response and that crisis response would also
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assist the housing navigator, connect them with services, then
get it into potential housing opportunities, and then obviously,
ultimately, reach a stable housing placement. And this is to
provide an immediate response so that the there's not as much of
a dependence on, local police departments to assist. So, some
cities have made some efforts and the COG has definitely been
assisting some of some cities in trying to organize this. And so
there is a draft, you know, plan. I should say draft because
this is something that the COG has in mind in order to roll out
the mental health crisis response in different phases. And so
phase 1 includes Hermosa Beach, and you may say why Hermosa
First? And, that's completely understandable, but mainly it's
because they are funded. They got a $1,000,000 grant from
Congressman Ted Lieu's office, and they are actively trying to
roll out that program right now, I believe. Ronson is nodding.
Yes. So yes. Phase 2 is Redondo Beach. Redondo Beach has been
interested in this in some time, and given that they have a
sizable portion of the Beach City's homeless population, it
makes some sense there. And then phase 3 would include Manhattan
Beach and El Segundo. And then phase 4 would be other police
departments within the South Bay. And so the Beach City is kind
of serving as a leader in this space, trying to, create, an
alternative crisis response program to assist, homeless

individuals. But I will say this comes at a steep cost. So,
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$1,000,000 was the amount that Hermosa Beach got, and that
probably funds a year, maybe 2 years, for this service. And
these are all the costs that are listed down. You have a project
manager. You have a supervisor, case managers, you have mental
health clinicians, peer support specialists, and that doesn't
even include a lot of the hard costs associated with, you know,
the van and, you know, vehicle leases and insurance, utilities,
whatever it may be. So, the start-up costs are a million.
Redondo Beach would probably you probably need about 600,000,
and then if we went to Manhattan and El Segundo, it would be
another 500,000. That's probably for a year of service. So, this
is all in the, you know, planning phase, and nothing has been
determined as of yet. But I just wanted to get awareness of the
City Council for that so they're aware of it. And so tonight,
one of the things that we kind of want to do structurally is
have some contract amendments, and this 1s a little different
from November. November, I asked for general fund resources.
This is grant funded resources. So, this is basically to
increase the fiscal authority. You'll recall that there is an
MOU between the COG and all the beach cities as well as the city
for 216,000. In order to ensure that there's fiscal authority or
fiscal resources there. We're looking for an additional
authority of 28,000 to ensure there's funding until November of

2024. And I just want to emphasize, this is not general fund
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resources. This is all grant funded resources that the COG is
providing. This is just a mechanical thing within city
government that we just have to increase the fiscal authority in
order to expend and get the revenues from the COG. So with that
being said, staff recommends the City Council receive the report
detailing the efforts to adopt the resolution, approving
amendment number 5 with Harbor interface services for the grant
funded services, reciprocally making adopting another
resolution, approving an amendment for the MOU with a COG. In
order to receive those funds, appropriate the approximate 28,000
from the general fund balance, and adjust revenues by the same
amount with the expectation that we will be removed that we will
be reimbursed, and then, finally, authorize the City Managers as
we need execute both agreements. That will conclude my
presentation.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: And I should
say that, Ronson from the COG is here as well, and we're very
appreciative of him being here as well as his housing project
locator, Keenan.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. Questions,
colleagues?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Sorry to make you sit

through this.
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COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: One question, your honor.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I'm not sure if it's - -

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Montgomery.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Thank you. George or
Ronson's question, but on page 8 staff report, under future
measure H, the second bullet point, to place a measure on the
November 24 ballot to extend the 10-year 1 quarter sales tax,
help fund housing, and support services for the county's
homeless population. I'm wondering if that's still the game plan
if prop 1 passes tonight or tomorrow. $6,400,000,000 bond. Tt
says to adjust mental issues and add 10,000 new beds. Does it
say where in the state it's going to go? We have the biggest
population, so let Ronson come address that because I figured
he'd jump out of his chair for this one.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Just to get the blood
flowing in his legs again.

RONSON CHIEF: Yeah. Honorable Mayor and Council
members, good evening. Ronson Chief from the Southeast Cities
Council of Governments, Senior Project Manager homeless services
and senior services. Just a quick correction too. It's like,
it's going to be a half cent sales tax. Not a quarter cent.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: That makes 1t feel better.
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RONSON CHIEF: It's going up, actually. And part of the
reason why it's going up is they're actually going to have carve
outs for housing. So if you remember, the county passed a
measure to create a countywide affordable housing trust fund.
And so now they're going to try to raise more money to cede that
trust fund. And so that's the component of it. The answer to
your question on, whether or not if Prop 1 passes, we still need
this, the answer is yes because prop 1 is addressing the mental
health bed crisis that we have, whereas the measure H is being
used for services, not just mental health, obviously, but also
substance use folks that are in permanent support housing and,
for programs like the share program, the case workers that we
have and things 1like that.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I envision it so that would
be an overlap. If it passes tonight and we see that
$6,400,000,000 bond come through, I imagine some of that money
will adjust but it'll help to take some of that pressure off and
address part of that homeless population you're trying to take
care of. I get that part. So that number should I wish it still
go back to the quarter cent versus half cent. But thank you for
letting us know. I appreciate that. Thank you. Nothing further,
your honor.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Congress. Oh Congress.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Oh, wow.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Lesser.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Congratulations.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Aspirations. Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Lesser.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: - - every two years tho.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: This would either be for George
or for Ronson. You did talk about this perspective regional
mental health crisis response and our being in the 3rd phase. I
just wanted to better understand funding, particularly because
we're uncertain about what's going to happen with this bond
measure. I'm just curious about the prospect of other funding
measures to help pay for our participation.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Obviously,
we're going to be looking for grant funding, obviously, with
Ronson and measure H funds. What I will say there's something
unigue about the way Redondo Beach is funded. There's actually
Health Net, Health Net, which is an insurance agency, health
insurance agency is that they are going to be funding up to
500,000 of the City of Redondo Beach's expenditures towards this
program. And so that's quite out of the box in terms of what
funding because, traditionally, we rely on either general fund
or grant funds. But I assume that we'll be looking for something
quite similar, and we'll be tapping into, you know, private

resources like that.

Page 80 of 100



COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you. Thank you, Mr.
Mayor.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: One more question while
you're there.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Supervisor Mitchell, the
money that comes from everywhere else. The COG. Does our county
supervisors also provide money at our city's request to help
boost our shortfalls, or is that totally separate and we haven't
asked our office yet?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: We have not
submitted a request directly to our office yet. I believe that
there are special project funding that the supervisor's office
has provided to other cities and I think of one that I can
remember more recently is the city of Redondo Beach, especially
with their pallet shelter project. But we have not made any
requests to supervisor Holly Mitchell's office.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I'm talking about use of the
discretionary funds?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Yes. That's what I'm
thinking of. She can use supervisor, can use discretionary

funding. They did the Palette shelter Redondo. I think we could
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ask Supervisor Mitchell now for that shortfall we're talking
about.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Sure.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. George?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So with the re-- again, the focus on
that regional mental health crisis response, can you give us
just an idea in in the South Bay, what percentage of the home
would suffer from mental health issues? Do you think? Is it the
majority? It could be kind of a broad stroke.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: I'm going to
delegate this to Ronson, seeing as that he oversees a lot of the
South based homeless population.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And I also want to thank you, Ronson,
for all your help as well.

RONSON CHIEF: Oh, thank you. Thank you, Mayor. That’s
always a hard question. The easy answer is if you believe the
statistics that Lawson puts out, it's around 30%.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: 307

RONSON CHIEF: But yeah. But, you know, UCLA came out
with a conflicting number several years ago and pegged it much
higher at 50 to 60%. It's hard because mental health is such a

broad spectrum including stress. Right? Stress could be
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considered a mental health issue. So it's a really hard thing to
peg. What more recent studies have suggested though is what's
the cause and effect? Do you have mental health and then become
homeless? Or do you become homeless and then have mental health
issues? And the more recent studies are showing that it's
actually you become homeless or housing is stressed, and then
you start developing mental health issues. The reason for that
is because if you look at states like Texas and other states
across the country, they have very strong mental health
problems. Dallas, Texas has very high suicide rates, for
example. But they don't have a homelessness problem. So that's
kind of the correlations they're looking at. Hopefully, that
answers your question.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: But in any case, they end up being
mental health, having mental health issues.

RONSON CHIEF: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Might explain (inaudible).

RONSON CHIEF: The longer they're on the streets, the
worse it gets.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Right. Okay

RONSON CHIEF: And that's why we're looking at the
alternative crisis response.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And then also too, as long as we have

you here, in our spa service program area?
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COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: 8.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. And we're 87

RONSON CHIEF: Yes.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. So what percentage of the
successful housing placements, you know, is Manhattan Beach
responsible for? Is it- -

RONSON CHIEF: The percentage? That number is really
hard to peg because - -

MAYOR FRANKLIN: I mean generally. Yeah.

RONSON CHIEF: I mean - -

MAYOR FRANKLIN: We see the - -

RONSON CHIEF: I don't have that number off the top of
my head.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: The percentage as opposed to
that.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah. I mean, because I see here, on
the slide number 6, you know, that we've Manhattan Beach in the
last year, well, January to January, 21 number of interim
housing referrals attained and 13 placed into share. I'm just
wondering overall from the and what does spa 8 encompass the
area?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: So spa 8,
encompasses basically the entire South Bay region, to answer

that question. In terms of what the city of Manhattan Beach does
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compare to the other I don't have all the city's data, but what
I could say, and maybe this is a good opportunity for Ronson to
highlight, is in terms of the share housing resource, we account
for a good portion of placements in that. And I think, there's

actually some data that Ronson actually highlighted, and I think

you - -

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: - -have
handouts.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Right? And there's 9 share beds now or
1372

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: No. We'wve
placed over the past, 5 months, we've placed, no. Over the past
year, we've placed 13 individuals into share housing.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And we had three originally, then we
did five ourselves.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Three we funded ourselves, and five we
funded ourselves, and then, the COG has 9.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: We started with
two. We increased it to five. And, we're now Ronson's, or I
shouldn't say Ronson. The COGS, contract with Share, allows us

the ability to exceed five at times.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay. Gotcha.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: I think Ronson
wants to provide another comment.

RONSON CHIEF: Yeah. If you if you can just entertain
me one second. I do want to share some really positive data with
you on the share thing. As you know, the COG adopted this from
Manhattan Beach, and then we also spread it across the region.
So i1it's not just Manhattan Beach, but other cities are now
participating in it. And so we unfortunately, we couldn't make
the agenda, but we have that that that chart that we're passing
out. Keenan will kind of quickly go over some of the numbers.
But I just want to say we also added an employment component to
it. So we're working now for the South Bay Workforce Investment
Board to get people in share to jobs. And that's going to be the
one. Keenan, you want..

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, that's great.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: That's wonderful.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah.

KEANAN LEARY: Honorable Mayor, Council, Keenan Leary,
South Bay COG, Housing Project Coordinator. So as you can see in
the slide, kind of in front of you there, like George mentioned,

Manhattan Beach is really leading the South Bay in in referrals
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into this program. We're very thankful that, honestly, Manhattan
Beach introduced us to share collaborative housing because we've
been able to expand the program to the rest of the South Bay
cities.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Can I just stop you here? Can you can
you give the acronym what the acronym share means?

KEENAN LEARY: I actually don't. I'm not positive if
it's actually is it a..

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Supportive purpose. You guys.
Supportive housing and impact recovery. Stefan?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: I'm going to
get that to you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, okay. I'm sorry. I because I just
don't know it. I mean, I used to know it, but I don't can't pull
it out.

KEENAN LEARY So if you don't already have the idea,
single family home, four or five bedrooms that, you know,
individual roommates split those rooms up. But we've seen really
good promising data that 57% of folks in this program now have
been collected are connected to employment, you know, and for
most of those folks that's within three months of being in the
homes. And Share's number for their overall program is just 41%.
So in the South Bay, we're connecting with the South Bay

Workforce Investment Board and we're seeing some really good

Page 87 of 100



results of connecting people to employment thus far. I also
wanted to just commend the contracted homeless outreach
coordinator, Myra. You know, I work with her directly day to day
helping folks get into these housing placements. And I just have
seen an unrivaled amount of care for folks even after they get
housed. We're on the phone constantly coordinating to make sure
that there aren't any conflicts in the homes and that people are
staying housed. Because a lot of times, the system, the way it's
set up, Jjust incentivize people to get in the door and they
might return to the place where they are on the streets, you
know, if that housing placement doesn't go well. And I think she
does a very good job of making sure people stay housed in these
placements.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Great. Thank you. Appreciate
that that update. And so George, so we also have some police
officers who were trained, right, as well?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Yes.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: For encountering and assisting the
homeless?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: If I could just
say one thing, before I forget it, it's self-help recover and
recovery exchange.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, self-help? Oh, really?
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ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Okay. With
regard to, our police officers, they really are, you know, one
of the crux of why this works so well. They provide Myra
assistance on an ongoing basis, with conducting this, making
referrals, being near her. If a situation may be considered
dangerous at any point. And, we have our homeless outreach team
within our police department that consists of a lieutenant, a
sergeant, and two police officers that are really essential to
making this whole program, really, fulfilled.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Great. Thank you. No more
questions. Anybody else? Okay. So I'd like to open it to public
comment. Oh, yeah. Public comments. Anybody here?

STEPHAN KAMPA: So Stephan Kampa, honorable Mayor, and
City Councilmembers. Probably a question for you, George. I was
reading through all this stuff yesterday, and it's a lot of
information here. But one question I had on the care court, it
says response must meet all these criteria. And my question was,
who makes this decision and when? My concern is when it when you
look at all these considerations or criteria. They're kind of at
a point where it's almost past the point, you know, and we have
people, you know, so who's make this and how do we get them in
this fast enough? Okay? That's what I'd really like to
understand and share a little bit more about. Because if I look

around when I drive around, these people need care now. And
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who's out there making the call to get them in the door to start
taking care of them?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you, Stephan. You want?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Public comments.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Once public comments is done.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Anybody online?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: No? Okay. So closing, public comments.
And Councilmember Lesser.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: First and foremost, I want to
commend our own staff, George Gabriel, and the COG team led by
Ronson. I mean, in staffing for what we have for our community
governments, we have competent individuals and those with heart
and dedication. And really what I've seen, particularly being
the delegate to the COG of Bronson doing that extra bit to
really help these program region wide, really goes many miles.
And the data shows how effective we've been, and we are now a
leader for our region with regard to these homeless, actions. So
I've made a motion to move forward with this item, which would
include, subject to comments by my colleagues, just approving
amendment number 5 with the Harbor Interfaith Services for the
measure H grant funded homeless case management and housing
navigation services. Also, the resolution approving amendment

number 2 to the memorandum of understanding with the COG for
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measure H grant funding to provide homeless case management

services.

Do you need more specificity in the motion?
CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Just on appropriation of funds.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Appropriation of fund for the

first item is 27,832. That is the resolution approving the

measure amendment number 5 with Harbor Interfaith, and it's

27,832 for the consideration of the amendment number 2 to the

MOU with the COG.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Great.
MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Your honor, I was, friendly

amendment to that that, we also have staff make up that letter

to ask adviser Mitchell for additional funds separate from COG.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Great idea. Accepted.
MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: I support all that.
MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Anybody? So - -
COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I'm in agreement.
MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yep.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So I have some comments to make, on

this because I've seen it firsthand, just how effectively I'm

just going to call it the Manhattan Beach model works with the,

you know,

with the backup and support of the COG. It's a tough,
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tough, tough job. It is really grueling. It's mentally tough.
It's physically tough. We have, Myra who, you know, works
exclusively for the city. We started off paying her, you know,
we had some grant funds but we had to split up the housing
navigator. And the council voted to hire a navigator exclusively
for our use and paid for with our general fund money, and that
was Myra. And she's extremely dedicated. She's come up with some
great ideas, some great programs. We've integrated as well
homeless outreach to our - -

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Choking up I know.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: To our fantastic well, I don't know.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I’ve got plenty of cough
drops over here?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: To our fantastic yeah. I guess I got
to use them though. To our fantastic team is the 5013c
nonprofit, MBSAFE. The acronym, Manhattan Beach Safe
Alternatives for Everyone. And this is another dedicated team of
individuals, volunteers, who are out there helping to spot the
homeless, to reach out to the homeless, to care for them, to
gain their trust because trust is so important. And this is
where it's so tough because, these individuals are moving
around, and so they're constantly trying to keep in touch with
them. But it's that level of attention, and trust building that

really contributes to those great numbers that you see there. So
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the home, you know, the whole team effort. I'd like to see this
expanded throughout at least the South Bay and then also to the
county. But it takes dedication. It takes money. I think the
money 1is there. My goodness, we've been paying into this fund,
and we hear about the 100 and 100 of $1,000,000 that have been
spent. But I but, dare I say that maybe it wasn't spent so
wisely or maybe it could have been spent better, and I think
this is a model for other cities to look at, to at least learn
about, so that we can help these individuals. I asked about the
mental illness because a good number are affected by mental
illness and that requires yet an even another level of care for
our unhoused. So I'm, of course, going to support the motion
here but also just whatever we can do and also, you know, to
reach out to County Supervisor Mitchell, whatever we can do to
replicate this model because it seems to work. And it's not Jjust
a wealthy city that can afford to pay. We saw. We, you know, our
volunteers and our staff showed us that with, a dedicated
housing navigator, for example, you know, because the timeliness
of it is so important. Someone spots, you know, an unhoused
individual. And by the time someone gets to that person, they
may have moved. Okay? So the speediness to react, I mean, I
witnessed myself just this amazing example. I was driving down
Highland about 10 days ago when there was a distressed person

walking southbound on Highland in the middle of the road, in the
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middle of the lane. And, you know, people were trying to swerve
around, and I, you know, so I pulled over in order to, dispatch,
you know, MBPD, because this is definitely an emergency
situation. And before I could even finish that that phone call,
a car whizzed around me and pulled up behind this individual,
and it was Myra, who had seen the same thing that I had seen.
And without having to be called, without having to go through
that process, was one step ahead. Now, you know, that's probably
an extreme example, but it's not uncommon. So I guess in my very
long winded way here, we care about these people. The money's
there. The will has to be there. You have to, you know, you have
to have the will as a counsel to do something about this, and
then you can then enjoy results that we see here. So I just want
to applaud everybody that's involved with that and fully support
your efforts.

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: And Mr. Mayor, I'd be remiss if
I didn't acknowledge the work of our police department. The
Manhattan Beach Police Department and its officers are specially
trained, and it's one of the reasons why we have the success
that we do is because of their dedication, their sensitivity,
and their awareness in how they approach the homeless issues.
Thank you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So we have a motion and a vote.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you, collegues. Okay.
Moving on. Does anybody need a little break?

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I'm just going to step off
here.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. So maybe a quick 5-minute break

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Okeydokey.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So - -

[At 8:01 PM, Council recessed and reconvened at 8:09
PM with all City Councilmembers present.]

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Moving on. Item number 11,
consideration of a resolution adopting the 2024 legislative
platform. City Manager Moe.

CITY MANAGER MOE: And George has a brief presentation
to you.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Yes.

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Oh, okay.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Here it is.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: You worked hard. Right?

ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER GABRIEL: Honorable Mayor
Franklin, member of the City Council, George Gabor once again.
Tonight, we're considering the resolution adopting the 2024
legislative platform. This is as a result of direction from the

City Council to develop it and appoint 2 members to a
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legislative ad hoc subcommittee at the December 2023 meeting.
Councilmember Lesser and Mayor Pro Tem Howorth are members
assigned to this. We drafted a legislative platform document
that was reviewed, and we hope that it is to the entire
council's 1liking, which outlines principles a process for the
consideration of future bills, and therefore, staff recommends
that the City Council adopt resolution 24-0019, adopting the
2024 legislative platform, which will be approved on an annual
basis by the City Council going forward. That will conclude my
report.

CITY MANAGER MOE: Well done.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. Questions? If
there's none, we'll move on to public comments. In chambers? No.

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on Zoom.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: No one on Zoom? Okay. We'll close
public comments, comments, colleagues.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: No. It looks like you've made a
motion, Mr. Mayor. Why don't you state your motion?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So the motion is to receive and
consideration of a resolution adopting the 2024 legislative
platform number 24-0049.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: 19, 0019. I thought T

thought you said 4.
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, I'm sorry, 0019. I was looking up

at the top. Yeah, 0019. Thank you. Made by Mayor Franklin and

seconded by Councilmember Montgomery.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you. Any AB1234 reports?
COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: Not for me.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Not for me.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Seeing none.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Sadly, the city did not pay for

my trip to New York.

M?

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Well, what business were you doing?
MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Yeah. Exactly right.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Any future agenda items? Item number

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: None tonight.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Seeing none. City Manager report?
CITY MANAGER MOE: No report tonight. Thank you.
MAYOR FRANKLIN: City attorney report?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Nothing tonight.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. So, going - -

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Sorry.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Give me just a second here.
COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: I hate these things.

MAYOR PRO TEM HOWORTH: Here, let me help you.
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COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: That's government property.

COUNCILMEMBER MONTGOMERY: It’s working.

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: I'm surprised.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So we are going to, adjourn this
evening in memory of two individuals. So if I could ask you to
stand. So first is, do we have a photo yet?

COUNCILMEMBER NAPOLITANO: Yeah.

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Neil Miller. So Neil Miller was,
born on July 26, 1948 in Oildale, California. He peacefully
departed this life on November 20, 2023. With his loving family
at his side, Neil was only 75 years old. Mel, I'm sorry. Neil
began his public service career in 1976 with the city of
Torrance, And in 1991, he joined the city of Manhattan Beach as
public services director. He served two years in that position
before being named the public works director in 1993, where he
last where he last served before his retirement in 2007. After
retiring, Neil moved to Temecula and spent most of his time
pursuing his very diverse, interest and hobbies, spending time
with friends and family, and attending his grandchildren's
activities. He found solace in golfing, a pastime he enjoyed
immensely and loved taking annual golf trips with his friends.
He enjoyed staying active with many different, outdoor
exercises. He has survived, I'm sorry, activities. Neil is

survived by his brothers, Dennis Miller and Ronald Miller and
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his sister, Julie Ebelton, his daughters, Christina Pinto and
Arianne Miller, his grandchildren, Maurice Gutierrez, Mitchell
Gutierrez, Brianna Pinto, and Matthew Miller. His memory will
also be treasured by his loving partner Erica Bustamante. May I
ask for a moment of silence, please? Thank you very much, and
thank you, Neil, for all your great work here in Manhattan
Beach. We sadly announce the passing of Cedric Beastie Jones,
owner of Manhattan Beach's Beastie Gym at a community
philanthropist who passed away suddenly on October 16, 2023 at
the age of 46. The former professional dancer turned boxer was
born September 14, 1977 in Macon, Georgia. Cedric was widely
known for his out outreach to the most vulnerable communities,
visiting detention centers and shelters, feeding the homeless
during the COVID 19 pandemic, and finding ways to mentor and
inspire at risk youth. Cedric was founder of the BMoved
Foundation, which works to guide underprivileged youth from
their formative years into young adulthood. He was a man on a
mission. A mission to help young boys become men and leaders in
their communities. Cedric helped countless boys and their
families through hardship, providing a safe place with numerous
free resources. He supported and believed in each of these boys,
supporting them to graduate from high school and for many to
become the first in their families to graduate with a university

degree. BMoved cultivates future citizens, community members,
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fathers, and leaders. Cedric had many on screen credits
including Marshall County, Southpaw, the Magnificent 7, Fight
Your Way Out, Holden, Princess of the Row. His most recent
onscreen appearances were in the terminal List season 1 opposite
Chris Pratt, Constance Wu, Taylor Kitsch, and more. And most
recently, he was in the 2022 movie Emancipation starring Will
Smith. He was a loving father, devoted husband, caring son,
brother, community leader, and incredible friend who inspired
others. He genuinely wanted everyone to become the best version
of themselves. He is survived by his wife, Latarsha Barbee
Jones, and 3 young children, Brooklyn, Braxton, and Bryston.
Have a moment of silence, please. Thank you, and thank you,
Cedric, for all your good work here in Manhattan Beach and in
the surrounding areas. So, we're going to adjourn to a closed
session on Tuesday, March 19th 2024 at 5 PM in City Council

chambers. Thank you.
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